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Secretary’s Report for the Year 2020-2021 
 

Reverend Father President, Respected Fathers and fellow Xaverians, 

 

I would like to begin by offering my sincere gratitude to the Almighty for his blessings, our most revered 

President Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ for his constant support and guidance and our very own Xaverian 

family for the help, which enabled me to steer the St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association 

through another exceptional year in our lifetime, amidst restrictions. 

 

Join me in a minute of silence as we pay tribute to the Jesuit Priests, our members, students, teachers, and the 

non-teaching staffs who passed away during the course of this calendar year and pray to the Almighty that 

their souls rest in everlasting peace. 

 

Allow me Ladies and Gentlemen, to peruse through the various programme, events taken up by the 

SXCCAA and its wings, association and chapters during the year 2020 – 2021. 

 

Everyone in the Xaverian Family is considered to be equal but it is our custom and tradition to always 

highlight the achievements of our Womens’ members. So, I would like to begin with the activities and events 

organized by the Women Forum: 

 

A. Women’s Forum: 

 
1) SXCCAA Women's Forum had an eventful year – starting with online seminars through digital 

conferencing platforms during the pandemic lockdown period to offline fellowships. On 23rd 

NOVEMBER, 2020, the forum organized a virtual Seminar, the speaker being Babita Kejriwal, a spiritual 

healer. She talked about mental exercises and positivity in constructive thinking. 

 

2) On 14th DECEMBER 2020, Women’s forum organized another webinar with Varda Goenka, a jewellery 

designer – talking on jewellery as an investment, how to care for the jewellery and gems etc. 

 

3) On 15th JANUARY 2021, another webinar was organized with Sujok therapist Namrata Mirchandani 

talked about how to cure many diseases through sujok therapy. 

 

4) On 10th FEBRUARY 2021, the forum organised a virtual craft workshop with craft designer Neha 

Agarwal teaching the forum members how to make bow and boxes for gift. 

 

5) The members of the Women’s Forum met at the Cosmopolitan Club for fellowship on 19th FEBRUARY 

2021 evening. 

 

6) On 8th MARCH 2021, which is also celebrated as International Womens day, the forum celebrated with a 

group of 20-25 women gathering at the St. Xavier's College Main Parlour to hear the success journey of 

few forum members, how they struggled with life and how they juggled between personal and 

professional commitments. 

 

7) On 27th APRIL 2021, Women’s forum organized a virtual cook along the convenor of Women's forum 

Sujata Rampuria who also runs a home catering brand – Pepper Berries, who curated the recipe keeping in 

mind the health factor and availability of ingredients in every household. 
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8) Women's forum organized 3 webinars for its members and their guests in MAY – JUNE 2021 – one with 

Angel Therapist – Devina Fogla enlightening with productive techniques which can be followed to keep 

stress away, forum member Gauri Bhatija organising an online Bollywood game and forum member 

Pallavi Bajaj, educating the members on the importance of Wealth creation and explained the process of 

various investment tools one can adhere too for good returns. 
 

9) On 20th JULY 2021, the members of the Women’s forum met physically at one of the newly opened 

restaurants Wafira for fellowship and networking. 
 

10) On 24th JULY 2021, members of the Women’s forum donated towards philanthropic activities on the 

occasion of our President’s Birthday which also is celebrated as Philanthropic Day. 
 

11) On 13th AUGUST 2021, SXCCAA Women’s Forum organized a dessert workshop at Credo fashion café 

with Ruchi Chandak, a well-known homebaker in Kolkata and a certified pastry chef, taking live dessert 

making session. 

 

We are extremely thankful to all the members of the Women’s forum for their excellent initiatives 

throughout the year amidst lot of challenges. The forum has always worked hand in hand with the main body 

of the SXCCAA in the past, it has been a different experience altogether for the President’s Women, as they 

are popularly called. 

B. Philanthropic Activities. 

 

1) St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous) Kolkata, in collaboration with its Alumni Association, in a 

new effort, brought special significance in the celebration of Kalipuja / Diwali / Children's Day 

2020 as we stood by those who generally remain out of the purview of festivity. At a solemn 

function held on the eve of Diwali festival on Thursday 12.11.2020 at College campus, Principal 

of St. Xavier's College Autonomous, Kolkata and President of St. Xavier's College Calcutta 

Alumni Association, Rev. Father Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ inaugurated a special initiative entitled 

SHARE TO CARE to support the specially-abled, marginalized and downtrodden children 

residing at Bodhona and Asha Niketan and also to the students of Navajiban and a primary school 

run by the St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association at Paikhala village in South 24-

Parganas to bring little joys in their lives during this festival of joy. 

 

2) Similar initiative was taken up by the College and the Alumni Association during Durga Puja, 

entitled, "FESTIVAL OF GIVING", which was an unique effort to bring smiles to the helpless 

and hapless, both COVID and Amphan Victims in the districts of 24-parganas (South) in the 

festive season. A fresh consignment of gift items including dress materials like Saree, Lungi, 

Dhoti, Vests and essential items like face masks, mosquito nets for 800 poor villager families of 

Sundarbans area was formally flagged off on 19.10.2020 by Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio SJ, 

Principal of  St. Xavier's College (Autonomous) Kolkata and President of St. Xavier's College 

(Calcutta) Alumni Association. 

 

3) Kalna Christo Ashram, based at Kalna town under Purba Bardhaman district has been engaged 

into social service for many years now, providing residential boarding facilities for Adivasi boys 

as well as such students coming from poor and marginalized families. For past few years, this 

institution has been a beneficiary of SXCCAA including relief materials sent there during the 1st 

wave of COVID. Father President has also visited the place for quite few times and handed over 

relief materials to the help seekers himself. In response to the request sent by the Superintendent 

of Kalna Christo Ashram, a donation from SXCCAA was sent to them for completing its 

developmental work of Educational & Residential Facilities. I am glad to inform that Father 

President kindly agreed to bless this development initiative and allowed SXCCAA to render 

financial support for this noble project. 
 



4) In past few years, SXCCAA has been helping out the patients seeking eye treatment and cataract 

surgeries. Many patients from economically challenged background have been given medical 

treatment support, who have again approached SXCCAA for further medications and adequate 

financial resources for carrying on the treatment. Our Association has come forward to help many 

of them with eye treatment and arranged treatment tour to outside West Bengal also for advanced 

medication. 

5) Many migrant workers who lost his jobs during the 1st wave of COVID pandemic and were 

supported by our association financially have prayed for further financial support as they couldn’t 

find any alternative source of income. With the kind permission of Father President, our 

association has extended further financial support to the individual for rehabilitation. 

6) Many families from economically challenged background have approached the Association with 

some acute physical complications. I am glad to inform that Father President has given the 

permission to SXCCAA to bear the medical expenses of such families and necessary actions were 

taken. 

7) Since the 1st wave of COVID pandemic, SXCCAA has been giving financial support to some of 

our members from the corpus of the Association as well as some of our Governing Council 

members and even some esteemed members coming forward with financial assistance in personal 

capacity. SXCCAA hereby express humble gratitude to all for this noble gesture. SXCCAA has 

been continuing its philanthropic activities even in 2nd wave of COVID pandemic time with very 

limited resources. 

8) The Alumni Association of the College with support from their Alma Mater introduced 

"SXCCAAhelp" - a dedicated team of volunteers working as 24x7 helpline for extending all kinds 

of support to COVID patients and their family members for helping them by getting them 

admitted to Hospitals and providing other COVID Care facilities like Safe Homes, Ambulance 

services as well as arrangement of COVID testing, Oxygen supply, Medicine delivery, Blood & 

Plasma donation etc. More than 500 COVID patients were successfully handheld by this 

SXCCAAhelp voluntary service. 

9) In another instance of lending helping hand, St. Xavier's College (Calcutta) Alumni Association 

extended a helping hand to Lions Club of Burdwan Children Hospital by giving them PPE kits, 

Face Shields, Hand Sanitizers, Disposable Hand Gloves for distribution to frontline health 

workers of Lions Club Child Hospital, Burdwan in this hour of crisis. 

10) SXCCAAhelp supported by St. Xavier's College Autonomous, Kolkata undertaken a mass 

distribution of food materials on 13th May 2021 by helping a handful of NGOs based on 

homestay for the underprivileged and unfortunate street children as well as dejected and rejected 

elders such as ‘Save the Orphans and Old Age’ situated Rania, Nabarunpur near Bansdroni, of 

South 24 Parganas District. SXCCAA has supplied an entire range of food items & essential 

ingredients for the inmates of the organization for an entire period of time which included rice, 

pulses, edible oil, soybeans, salt, spices, wheat, cake, biscuits, juice and chocolates, facemasks & 

faceshields. 

 

The distribution was done following the COVID instructions and protocols by the Principal of St. 

Xavier’s College Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio SJ along with the Vice Principals of the college and 

few key members of the Alumni Association. Notably, Save the Orphans and Old Age is an 

organization founded in 1994 totally based on the help and support expectations from donations 

and contributions and at present, more than 200 children aged 3 to 16 are staying at the home and 

studying in a small school founded by the founder of the home, with more than 100 elderly mates 

are dependent on them. 

 
11) Series of Free-of-Cost COVID vaccination camp (WPCVC) was held at the College – both at Park Street 

Campus as well as Raghabpur Campus. The series can be categorized into 3 broader section on the basis 

of: 

 



a) Vaccination Camps organized at Park Street Campus with Department of Health & Family Affairs, 

Government of West Bengal and KMC authorities 

• With more than 150 beneficiaries of 45 years of age and above, executed by NRS Medical 

College & Hospital on 29th May 2021, as the first of the series of COVID vaccination 

camps at Fr. Depelchin Auditorium of the College. 

• KMC Free of Cost COVID Vaccination Camp was held at the College Auditorium on all 

days from Monday to Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm from 14th June 2021 to 24th July 2021 

where more than 200 vaccines were administered daily on an average, which were 

managed by SXCCAAhelp volunteers along with SXC staffs. 

b) Vaccination Camps organized at Park Street Campus with Private Hospitals & Health Centers: 

• With Charnock Hospital Kolkata where more than 110 beneficiaries were vaccinated on 

7th June 2021 

• With around 200 beneficiaries powered by AMRI Hospital Dhakuria on 12th June 2021. 

• 500 students of St. Xavier's College (Autonomous), Kolkata at the College powered by 

AMRI Hospital Dhakuria, supported by St. Xavier's College (Calcutta) Alumni 

Association 17th June 2021 

• Organized for St. Xavier’s Community Fathers along with Fathers of other institutions 

under Calcutta Province powered by Apollo Hospitals was organized on 29th June 2021. 

c) Vaccination Camps organized at Raghabpur Campus in association with Local Administration and 

authorities from Department of Health Government of West Bengal: 

• Free-of-Cost COVID Vaccination Camp was organized at Raghabpur campus of the 

College with the help of Alumni Association and its members on 23rd July 2021, followed 

by the Second camp on 30th August 2021 – where more than 500 students and staff 

members were vaccinated. 
 

St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata in collaboration with St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) 

Alumni Association completed 7000 COVID vaccine dosage administration within the college 

premises on 24th July 2021 – coinciding with the Philanthropy Day / Father President’s Birthday 

Celebration. 
 

12) After Yaas cyclone landfall on 26th May 2021 at the Sundarbans and Coastal belt of West Bengal, Rev. Fr. 

Dominic Savio requested SXCCAA to come forward with a comprehensive relief and rehabilitation drive. 

Likewise the following initiatives were taken: 
 

• SXCCAA facilitated deployment of 2 Food Vans in collaboration with other Social Welfare 

organizations like Shree Narayani Namo Namo - which have been serving cooked hot meal to 1500 

people per day at the affected area from 1st June 2021, Over and above, food materials and essential 

commodities and dress materials were also sent to 4 worst affected Blocks of Purba Medinipur District 

namely Contai-I, Ramnagar-II, Khejuri-I and Deshapran. Second consignment of relief and 

rehabilitation materials included essential food grains, dress materials and medicines, etc., were sent to 

Ramnagar and Khejuri Blocks and other cyclone affected villages in other Blocks of Purba Medinipur 

district on 4th June 2021. 
 

• Large consignment of relief materials which included essential food materials and dress materials were 

sent at the nearby villages of Paikhala at the Sundarbans area of South 24 Parganas for distribution to 

the 500 cyclone affected families on 9th June 2021. Notably, this area is affected with double debacle 

of Yaas cyclone landfall and regular landslides / mainland engulfing due to river tides. 

 

• SXCCAA facilitated continuous Medical Camps in association with the Block and District 

Administration in Purba Medinipur district as well as various private medical service providers from 

4th June 2021 – when flood water started receding. Medicines like Anti-venom serum, Zinc and 

Multivitamin tablets, ORS, Basic Antibiotics and Antibacterial tablets and capsules, Pulse Oximeters, 

Face Masks and Sanitizers were sent to these medical camps. 

 

These camps were organized as a part of rehabilitation initiative for helping the Yaas victims with 

dress materials and basic medicines to prevent spreading of water borne diseases. More than 7000 

homeless villagers received relief and rehabilitation materials under these initiatives. 
 



13) Like every year, Philanthropy Day 2021 was celebrated by St. Xavier's College (Calcutta) Alumni 

Association on 24th July 2021, also as Birthday Celebration of the President of the Association Rev. Fr. 

Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ. Gift and helping hand were extended to the inmates of various NGOs like 

Bodhona, Asha Niketan, Save the Orphans and Old Age and Paikhala Prathamik Vidyalay by Birthday 

celebrant of the Day Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ, which included materials of daily requirements like 

daily ration, dress materials, sanitary items etc. 

 

St. Xavier’s College and Alumni Association also celebrated 7000 in-campus Free-of-Cost COVID 

Vaccination landmark on that very day, which is a rare feat for a Centre of Excellence and Heritage 

Academic institution like our College. Father President conveyed his heartfelt thanks to all the service 

providers and benefactors apart from Jesuit Fathers, Alumni Members, College Staff and Medical workers 

for putting up a great effort for making this possible. Notably, Father President allowed the College 

Ambulance and College cars for transportation of Medical workers with vaccine vials to the college every 

day. 

Also, the College and Alumni Association received the gift of 2 Covent Ventilators from 

Banglaworldwide.com, an online forum to unite culturally-conscious Bengali population scattered across 

the globe that are intrinsically tied to their roots back home. Those Covent Ventilators were given to 

College Infirmary for any emergency situation. 
 

SPECIAL MENTION –  
 

i) St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association received the encouragement and blessings of 

St. Xavier’s Jesuit Community (Reverend Fathers) in the form of a financial donation of Rs. 2 

Lacs for boosting up the Philanthropic initiatives to the COVID victims. Fr. Jeyaraj Veluswamy 

SJ, Rector of St. Xavier’s Community handed over the Letter of Appreciation to the Honorary 

Secretary of SXCCAA on 18th May 2021, after the same was decided spontaneously by Fathers 

and Brothers during their community meeting on 10th May 2021. 
 

ii) St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata received a Patient Transport Ambulance on Monday 

5th July 2021 morning, as donated by Smt. Shakuntala Lakhotia in memory of Late Shyam 

Sunder Lakhotia, family members of an Alumnus of our College, which was coordinated by 

SXCCAA. The Ambulance is physically handed over by Smt. Shakuntala Lakhotia to Rev. Fr. Dr. 

Dominic Savio SJ Principal of St. Xavier's College Autonomous, Kolkata in presence of Rev. Fr. 

Jeyaraj Veluswamy SJ Rector St Xavier's Community and Jesuit Fathers of the Community. The 

Ambulance will serve the students of St. Xavier’s College and St. Xavier’s Collegiate School, 

Alumni, Staff as well as Jesuit Community of St. Xavier’s and other similar communities under 

Calcutta Province. Rev. Fr. Dominic Savio SJ conveyed his heartfelt thanks to the entire Lakhotia 

family for this noble gesture and St. Xavier's College Calcutta Alumni Association for the entire 

coordination. The Ambulance was blessed and prayer service was offered by Rector Rev. Fr. 

Jeyaraj Veluswamy SJ. 
 

Inspired by the teachings of our President, SXCCAA is also bearing the expenses of education as well as 

the Hostel stay of few first generation financially challenged students of our college, so that they can be 

awarded with a winning career. The efforts of SXCCAA in making St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), 

Kolkata as the ‘Centre for Philanthropic Excellence’ have been appreciated from all ends. 
 

C. Fellowship Activities: 
 

1) In a very restricted gathering of Jesuit Fathers of St. Xavier’s Community and in presence of very few 

SXCCAA members, Hon’ble Chief Minister of West Bengal Ms. Mamata Banerjee along with Chief Secretary 

of the State and the Commissioner of Kolkata Police came to St. Xavier’s College for a very brief period of 

time to exchange Christmas greetings. 
 

The Celebration was done in abidance of strict COVID protocols, which featured Inauguration of 

Crib, Presentation of an oil painting of Virgin Mary and Infant Jesus by Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio 

SJ to Hon’ble CM, Prayer by Hon’ble Rector Rev. Fr. Jayraj Velusamy SJ and Address by Rev. Fr. 

Dominic Savio & Hon’ble CM. 

A Christmas special Dinner was organized for the Community Fathers of St. Xavier’s College and St. 

Xavier’s University Kolkata at TV Room of the Community by SXCCAA. 



 
2) The 161st Foundation Day Celebration of St. Xavier’s educational institution kicked off on 15.01.2021 with 

grandeur as the Principal of St. Xavier's College Autonomous, Kolkata and President St. Xavier's College 

Calcutta Alumni Association Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio SJ shares the stage and glory with ceremonial cake 

cutting with 2 Past Principals of the College - Rev. Fr. P. C. Mathew SJ and Rev. Fr. Dr. J. Felix Raj SJ along 

with other Community Fathers, Professors of the College and other dignitaries at the very own Fr. Bouche 

Gymnasium on the eve of the Foundation Day. 

 

The Celebration ended with Cake Cutting and Fellowship Dinner. 

 

3) Knowledge and Ideas Xchange series (KIXs) has been the flagship Interactive session of SXCCAA came up in 

a bigger way this year. The details of the sessions are as follows: 

 
i) 14th Edition of KIXs (Virtual Session) was organized on Friday 9th October 2020 on the topic "All 

you need to know about heart attacks and it’s prevention" by Dr. Anjan Siotia, MBBS (India), 

MRCP (UK), MD (UK), CCDS (USA), CCT in Cardiology (UK), Consultant Interventional 

Cardiologist and Cardiac Device Specialist. 

ii) 15th Edition of KIXs (Virtual Session) was organized on Friday 7th May 2021 with a Frontline 

Health Warrior namely Dr. Dharmesh Patel (Xaverian), MD (Internal Medicine), Dip National 

Board (Respiratory Medicine), FRCP (Glasgow, UK), practising Respiratory Consultant at 

Vadodara, Gujarat and a Visiting Consultant at the Raigmore Hospital, Inverness in the UK – the 

topic being "COVID – Myths & Facts” 

iii) 16th Edition of KIXs (Virtual Session) was organized on Friday 25th June 2021 on the topic “The 

Virus, We and COVID 19 Pandemic – Second Wave and Beyond”, the speaker being Dr. Vimal 

Pahuja, MD (General Medicine), Diploma (Diabetology), MBBS, MEMBER OF AACE (USA). 

iv) 17th Edition of KIXs (Virtual Session) was organized on Friday 23rd July 2021 on the topic 

"BANGLASHREE FOR MSMEs - NEW WEST BENGAL INCENTIVE SCHEME, UDYAM 

REGISTRATION FOR NEW MSMEs, GeM REGISTRATION AND ITS ADVANTAGES ", the 

speakers being Mr. Sunil Bhoruka, Director of Suvidha Consultants speaking on the Topic - 

Banglashree for MSMEs - New West Bengal Incentive Scheme; Mr. Biswaroop Chakraborty of 

Suvidha Consultants speaking on the Topic - Udyam Registration for New MSMEs and Mr. Nitin 

Jain, Director of Marvel Infocomm Pvt Ltd  speaking on the Topic - Government e-Marketplace 

(GeM) Registration and its advantages. 

 

D. Special Occasions: 
 

1) SXCCAA paid rich tribute to the departed soul of Late Soumitra Chatterjee, the Icon of Bengali 

Culture – Cinema – Theatre – Poetry through a Webinar namely “Soumitra Chatterjee: Glowing 

Memories (স ৌমিত্র চট্টোপোধ্যোয়: স্মৃমির আট্ োয়)”. The Webinar featured some prominent film & 

theatre personalities of Bengal on Monday 23rd November 2020 at 6:30pm. The Welcome Address of 

the Webinar will be delivered by Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio SJ, Principal St. Xavier's College 

(Autonomous) Kolkata & President of St. Xavier's College (Calcutta) Alumni Association. The 

eminent speakers of the Webinar were Sandip Ray (Renowned Film Director & Music Composer, Son 

of Legendary Filmmaker Late Satyajit Ray); Atanu Ghosh (National Award Winning Film Director); 

Suman Ghosh (Economist & National Award-winning Filmmaker); Goutam Ghosh (National Award 

Winning Film Director, Music Director, Actor and Cinematographer); Kaushik Sen (Renowned Film, 

Television and Theatre Actor & Director); Gargi Roy Chowdhury (Renowned Film, Television and 

Theatre Actress). The Moderator of the session was Arindam Sil, an eminent Xaverian & Renowned 

Television, Theatre and Film Actor & Director. 
 

The session was one of the most viewed sessions at Social Media and had intensive media coverage as 

well. 

2) The Governing Council members of SXCCAA along with St. Xavier’s Community Fathers, 

Governing Council members of ALSOC, Present and Past Secretaries of the Association gathered at 

Hotel Aauris to celebrate Commencement of Silver Jubilee Anniversary of Priesthood of Rev. Fr. (Dr.) 

Dominic Savio SJ on 07.12.2020. 



In his opening address, Rector of St. Xavier’s College Rev. Fr. Jeyraj Velusami SJ thanked God for 

giving Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Dominic Savio to render his selfless services to Kolkata Province for more than 

last 2 decades – leading the transformation journey of St. Xavier’s College in making it the topmost 

college of West Bengal and one of the Best in India / Asia. 
 

The Celebration ended with Cake Cutting and Fellowship Dinner. 
 

3) With complete abidance of COVID related Health & Safety Protocols specified by Government, St. 

Xavier’s College (Autonomous) Kolkata organized its 14th Convocation and Valedictory on 13th 

March 2021, with Swami Atmapriyananda Maharaj of Belur Math as Chief Guest, Graced by Rev. Fr. 

Raphael Joseph Hyde SJ, Provincial of Calcutta Jesuit Province and Convocation address by Prof. 

Sonali Chakravarti Banerjee, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of University of Calcutta. The Principal of our 

College Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio SJ and College administration decided to keep the attendance at 

10% compared to previous years with only selected faculty members & dignitaries, top ranking and 

Gold Medallist students and handful of alumni members attending the program. 

 

Like all previous years, SXCCAA members co-ordinated Press & Media relations and supported the 

Faculty members and NCC Volunteers to make the program hassles – free. More than 15 top media 

houses covered the program apart from intensive coverage through social media handles of both SXC 

and SXCCAA. 

E. Fund Raising Initiatives: 
 

1) St. Xavier’s College & Alumni Association launched SXCCAAhelp LIFETIME LIFELINE – A 

Comprehensive COVID Care Relief and Rehabilitation Drive cum Fundraising initiative for providing One 

month's Ration and food items for the inmates of Old Age Homes, Orphanages, Street Children and 

Especially Abled / Physically Challenged; Procurement of Oxygen Concentrators, Oxygen cylinders, pulse 

oximeters, PPE kits, hand sanitisers and masks was done for distribution to economically challenged 

COVID patients; Distribution of Food packets and dry rations were done to many support staff members of 

St. Xavier's College (Autonomous) Kolkata at both Park Street campus and Raghabpur Campus in the first 

round of in-campus relief distribution drive. 

 
2) SXCCAA started the fund raising campaign for the Yaas Victims of Purba Medinipur and South 24 

Parganas districts (2 most affected districts by the severe cyclone Yaas) just after a week of the calamity. 

The Association launched a series of food distribution and medical care camps as a part of the outreach 

program which helped in raising funds from multiple pockets.  

 
F. Activities in Association with the College: 

 

1) Feast of St. Francis Xavier is always a special day in the Xaverian calendar as we celebrate the 

life and the sacrifices made by the patron saint of our College. St. Xavier died on 3rd December 

1552, which is now celebrated as his Feast Day for his preaching of Love, Faith on God and 

immense sacrifice. 
 

SXCCAA members along with the Jesuit Fathers of St. Xavier’s Community along with the 

support staffs of the College and the Collegiate School gathered at the College Quadrangle to pay 

tribute at the statue of the Priest and then inauguration and blessing of the renovated reception of 

our college was done by Rector Rev. Fr. Jeyraj Velusamy SJ, Principal of the College Rev. Fr. Dr. 

Dominic Savio SJ and Principal of St. Xavier’s Collegiate School Rev. Fr. Dr. M. Thamacin 

Arulappan SJ 

 

Like every year, SXCCAA hosted a Dinner for the Jesuit Fathers of St. Xavier’s Community at 

Fr. Bouche Gymnasium – where Fathers from St. Xavier’s University Kolkata as well as 

Governing Council members of ALSOC joined. 

 



2) The President of the Association & Principal of the College Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio SJ, other Jesuit 

Fathers and Alumni members paid their humble tribute to the immortal souls of martyrs who fought for 

the autonomy of their mother language, on the auspicious day of BHASHA DIBAS at the College 

quadrangle on Ekushe February 2021 (21.02.2021). 

 

Later on that very day, the Fathers of St. Xavier’s Community from Park Street Campus and 

Raghabpur rural campus along with Fathers of St. Xavier’s University Kolkata and selected 

SXCCAA members gathered for a Community Picnic at a farmhouse at South 24 Parganas 

district and spent a cordial time together. 

 

3) 75th Indian Independence Day was celebrated by St. Xavier's College (Autonomous), Kolkata 

and St. Xavier's College (Calcutta) Alumni Association with limited grandeur in a restricted and 

selected gathering of Jesuit Fathers of St. Xavier’s Community, Teaching and Non Teaching 

Staff, Students, NCC Cadets and Alumni members. The celebration started with flag hoisting by 

Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ, Principal SXC and President SXCCAA along with Brigadier H. 

K. Singh Bath SM, Deputy Director General of NCC, West Bengal & Sikkim Districts and Lt. 

Col. S. Mukhopadhyay, Commanding Officer, 20 Bengal Bn NCC Kolkata. The celebration was 

carried through at Fr. Depelchin Auditoriom with Cultural presentations by members of XADAM 

Park Street and Raghabpur Campus, followed by the Closing Ceremony of Mega Tree Plantation 

Initiative 2021 taken by the College & SXCCAA across the state of West Bengal where 

dignitaries planted saplings at the College grounds. Dignitaries and Alumni members gathered 

for Hi-tea at Staff Room of the College before calling it a day and all other attendees were given 

food packets. 

 

4) St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata along with St. Xavier’s Collegiate School jointly 

organized a special prayer and candle light tribute service to Late Fr. Stan Swamy SJ on the 

occasion of National Justice Day 2021 on 28th July 2021. Fathers and Brothers of St. Xavier's 

Community, College Staff and Members of St. Xavier's College (Calcutta) Alumni Association 

(SXCCAA) and Almorem Societas (ALSOC) joined the candle light march to commence this 

silent prayer service. In his tribute address, Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ, Principal of SXC and 

President SXCCAA mentioned that Late Fr Stan has practiced the noble ideals of compassion, 

equality, truth, justice all his life and sacrificed his life for restoration of these values. His faith, 

hope on life and love in God was deep and divine, and struggled all his life to upkeep them. His 

heroic life is nothing less than a martyr, a Saint for all, for all times - an inspiring example for us 

to emulate the Jesuit ideal, to be men and women for and with others. Father Principal also 

remembered Late Fr. Stan as a role model for us all for reconciliation and peace, for justice and 

equality for poor and marginalized, for fraternity and harmony. Rev. Fr. Dr. Thamacin 

Arulappan, SJ, Principal of St. Xavier’s Collegiate School and President of ALSOC led the 

procession for offering of floral tribute as Fr. Jeyaraj Veluswamy, SJ, Rector of St. Xavier's 

offered his prayer service on behalf of entire Jesuit Community across the world on this solemn 

occasion, which was joined by all the participants present in this silent gathering. 

 

Father President appreciated the interest shown by SXCCAA & ALSOC in making this initiative 

a successful one. 

 

5) The Feast Day and the 500th Anniversary of the Conversion of St. Ignatius of Loyola (Founder 

of Society of Jesus) was celebrated by St. Xavier's College Autonomous, Kolkata and St. 

Xavier's College Calcutta Alumni Association in a brief ceremony organised in a restricted 

gathering on 31st July 2021 at the College Quadrangle. 

 

Rector Rev. Fr. Jeyaraj Veluswamy, SJ, Principal SXC and President SXCCAA Rev. Fr. Dr. 

Dominic Savio, SJ lead the Celebration along with other Jesuit Fathers, Brothers and Alumni 



members. In the evening, SXCCAA organized a Feast Dinner for Jesuit Fathers at TV Room of 

the Community. 
 

6) A week-long Tree Plantation and Sapling Distribution Initiative of St. Xavier's College 

Autonomous, Kolkata and St. Xavier's College Calcutta Alumni Association was inaugurated by 

Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ, Principal St. Xavier's College (Autonomous), Kolkata and 

President St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association in presence of Rev. Fr. Dr. 

Thamacin Arulappan, SJ, Principal St Xavier's Collegiate School, Kolkata and President ALSOC 

along with other Jesuit Fathers and Brother of St. Xavier's Community, Members of SXCCAA 

and ALSOC on Sunday 8th August 2021 at Raghabpur Campus of St. Xavier's College. Some 

100 saplings were planted at the grounds of the Campus and 500 more saplings were distributed 

by Rev. Father and others in this inaugural initiative. This initiative features more of such 

Plantation drives across the state of West Bengal in the surrounding Amphan and Yaas affected 

villages, ending on the auspicious occasion of 75th Indian Independence Day on 15th August at 

Park Street campus. 
 

In this drive, focus on tree plantation and sapling distribution is done at the villages which were 

affected by both Amphan and Yaas Cyclones namely Raghabpur, Panakua, Kulerdari, Paikhala, 

Keoradanga, Amgachhia, Bonhoogly and Bishnupur where more than 5000 trees were uprooted 

by the cyclones. Notably the Plantation drive was launched in commemoration of Death 

Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore and at the greater interest of increasing the source 

of natural oxygen supply at the environment as well as tree plantation and sapling distribution at 

the villages which were affected by both Amphan and Yaas Cyclones. 

 

7) St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata in association with St. Xavier’s College Students’ 

Council, SXCCAA and Xaverian Academy of Dance and Music (XADAM) organized a Virtual 

Teachers’ Day 2021 Celebration with thanksgiving and gratitude expressed to Father Principal, 

Vice Principals and all the Professors of the College joined in large numbers. The Virtual session 

was held online at YouTube channel of the College, with link shared at social media handles of 

SXCCAA in order to connect with and invite more number of SXCCAA members to such 

enthralling session. 

 

Special Mention: 
 

Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ, Principal of St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata and President 

of SXCCAA was presented with Shiksha Ratna 2021 Award by the Government of West Bengal for 

Excellence in Educationon the occasion of  Teacher’s Day 2021 on 5th September 2021. Few SXCCAA 

members were present at the Award Ceremony along with Rev. Father during presentation by Mr. Bratya 

Basu, Minister of Secondary Education and Higher Education, Government of West Bengal. 

 

G. Activities by National Chapters: 

 
1) North Bengal Chapter of St. Xavier's College Calcutta Alumni Association made a significant contribution 

in the fight against the COVID pandemic by becoming facilitators and benefactors at the inauguration of 

Jesu Ashram COVID Safe Home for Women and Children (21st June 2021) - joining hands with the 

Department of Health and Family Welfare Government of West Bengal ahead of a probable outbreak of 

3rd wave of COVID pandemic which can affect women and children. 
 

On behalf of the St. Xavier's College (Calcutta) Alumni Association, SXCCAA – South Zone 

Chapter lead the philanthropic initiative at Karnataka to provide selfless support during this 

humanitarian crisis and provided medical assistance for 2nd wave of COVID 19 surges across 

India in 2021 – from providing COVID medical relief under the auspices of BJES (Bangalore 

Jesuit Education Society) & KJES (Karnataka Jesuit Education Society). With the support from 

other stakeholders and benefactors, a considerable contribution was raised to setup Free-of-Cost 



100 bed COVID Care Center in Bangalore for the underprivileged COVID victims which also 

included Ambulance services. 

 
2) North Bengal Chapter of the Association organized a Free-of-Cost COVID Vaccination Centre with the 

Darjeeling Jesuits of North Bengal at St. Vincent School, Hatighisha on 26th July 2021, with support from 

Local Administration and Medical officials and staff. 
 

Other National Chapters of SXCCAA and Xaverians associated there are also actively working as 

COVID warriors in their own capacities. 

 

H. Activities of International Chapters: 
 

The Active members of International Chapter have been very much supportive to the Alma mater 

as well as SXCCAA in forwarding the helping hand and financial support for relief and 

rehabilitation activities to COVID and Yaas cyclone victims. Apart from that, the members of 

various international chapters have also been involved into lot of welfare activities in their 

respective local communities to combat COVID pandemic. 
 

I. Xaverian Youth Forum: 
 

1) GIFT BOX - A Philanthropic Engagement Program of Xaverian Youth Forum of St. Xavier's College 

Calcutta Alumni Association launched on 20.12.2020 with dual distribution initiatives - one at Paikhala 

Prathamik Vidyalaya, followed by another at Raghabpur Campus of St. Xavier's College Autonomous, 

Kolkata. Rev. Father Dr. Dominic Savio SJ, Principal of the College, Rev. Fr. Joseph Kulandai SJ, Vice 

Principal of Commerce Morning and Rev. Fr. Anil Gomes SJ, Assistant Controller of Examinations 

blessed the GIFT BOX initiative with their kind presence and distribution - with Honorary Secretary and 

Immediate Past Secretary of SXCCAA present with members of Xaverian Youth Forum. We thank all the 

Contributors and Benefactors for coming forward in support. 
 

2) Members of Xaverian Youth Forum joined the SXCCAA for distribution of Relief and Rehabilitation 

materials at Paikhala Prathamik Vidyalay (the Charitable school adopted by SXCCAA) on 13th June 2021. 

After the Cyclone Yaas landfall doing some serious damages at the homes of Paikhala and its surrounding 

village, the School building was the shelter for the villagers for long. 

J. Participation in JAAI & WUJA Activities: 
 

The alumni representatives of Kolkata Province met together at St. Xavier’s University Kolkata on 

09.01.2021 as advised by the Province Co-ordinator of Alumni, Kolkata Province, Rev. Fr. Dr. J. 

Felix Raj, SJ (Vice Chancellor of SXUK to update each other on the activities of the respective 

associations. Accordingly, respective Associations presented the various activities being conducted 

by them to the assembly. Also a discussion on the road map in the context of Universal Apostolic 

Preferences (UAP) was initiated. 
 

The session was participated by the President as well as Present and Past Secretaries of the 

Association. 
 

K. Financial Matters: 

The St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association has clinched yet another financially 

satisfying year. All the programmes have successfully generated the resources required for their 

execution. The Alumni has also been able to post a healthy balance to the corpus through the various 

fundraisers. A special thanks to CA Anil Goenka (Hony. Treasurer) and CA Manoj Mani Agarwal 

(Hony. Assistant Treasurer) for guarding the treasury zealously and for their accounting excellence. 

We must also thank our Auditors M/S. Anurag Mathur and Company for their good work. 
 

L. Growth and Expansion: 

By the Grace of the Almighty and vision of our mentor Fr. President and Principal, the expansion 

program of our alma mater continued with great speed and vigor. SXCCAA received humble support 

and presence almost in every sphere of development.  



 

M.  Media Relations: 

The college and alumni activities, needless to say the members were always on news this year as the 

alumni witnessed a new height of relationship of goodwill with the media. We are grateful to all our 

friends in the media for the excellent coverage they have given to us.   
 

N. Conclusion: 
 

The SXCCAA is today cited as an example, benchmark that all other alumni associations wish to 

attain, not only because we function as a family – as a team, but mainly because we have with us the 

blessings and guidance of our leader, our President Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio, S.J., whose dreams 

& constant support to fulfill those dreams gives every alumni activity a different level altogether. I 

am grateful to him for giving the Alumni this stature, this position of pride and for his generous 

support. He invokes positive energy into the ‘Mass Movement’ called SXCCAA. Thank You Father. 
 

In a special way, I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Rev. Fr. Peter Arockiam, SJ and Rev. Fr. 

Joseph Kulandai for their constant support and encouragement in all the endeavours taken up by our 

Alumni Association. Also, I sincerely thank the Fathers of Xavier’s Community gracing & blessing our 

Governing Council. We also thank our Teacher Member for his whole hearted support & cooperation 

always. 
 

Let me thank all the members of the Governing Council, the Advisors and Conveners, Sub-Committee 

Members for their excellent support and co-operation – without your selfless service, we would not have 

achieved this unprecedented success & glory as a team. 
 

Allow me, also to put on record our gratitude to all the sponsors, donors and benefactors who have 

continued to support our various activities around the year. Without their financial as well as manpower 

support, we would not have been able to organize so many events at such grand scales. 

 

I also thank Mr. Dominic Anthony and Mrs. Tanima Ghosh – the last but not the least, for efficiently 

assisting us at all times & being key points of contact at Room No. 5. 

 

Nihil Ultra 

 

 

 

Nihil Ultra 

 

Xaverianly yours, 

 

 
 

Sanjib Koner 

Hony. Secretary 

SXCCAA 
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