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From The Desk Of

Fr. President

I

am happy to pen down my thoughts for the annual magazine. “We
Xaverians” the mouthpiece of St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta)
Alumni Association (SXCCAA), I am sure that the magazine like
its previous editions would be informative & inspiring.
St. Xavier’s College (SXC) today is one of the top ten Colleges
in India and has been granted the status of the first Autonomous
College in West Bengal in 2006. It has also been granted the
status of College of Excellence in 2014 by the UGC and has also
been recognized as a College with ‘Heritage Status in 2015’. The
National Assessment Accreditation Council has rated St. Xavier’s
College with A++ Grade in its third cycle of NAAC Accreditation.
St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata, has also been
assessed and recognized as an ISO 9001:2015 certified Institute
for providing higher education.
St. Xavier’s College is a part and parcel of the largest educational
network of the Jesuit Fathers. The vision and mission of Xavier’s
flows from the charisma of St. Ignatius, the Founder Father of
the Society of Jesus. The charisma of St. Ignatius is centered on
two mottos, first is “Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam”, this means for
the Great Glory of God, second is “Majis” which means greater
service to greater number of people. The college’s motto, “Nihil
Ultra” – Nothing Beyond – is for the one who does everything for
the greater Glory of God by serving greater number of people,
for him there is nothing beyond. The alumni/ae have around the
year served the society by way of various philanthropic activities,
be it the medical camp held at Raghabpur Campus, supporting
education for the girl child & youth from rural areas in Paikhala
School and Raghavpur campus, relief services for Kerala Flood
affected, providing medical support aids, amongst other activities.
The Thailand Chapter Meet held at Bangkok, “Looking Beyond
III” – The National Meet of Xaverians held in Delhi by North
Chapter & the decennial celebration “XIA 2019” held in Bengaluru
by the South Zone Chapter of the alumni association are providing

the Xaverian family a platform to stay connected & grow together
in the true Xaverian spirit.
The association continues to spread its wings like a snowball
gathering mass & momentum as it moves along encompassing
all. The 10th. International alumni chapter was inaugurated
in Johannesburg in South Africa in May 2019, becoming the
first chapter in the African subcontinent. We have made further
inroads in the Eastern part of the country by inaugurating the
North Bengal Chapter in April 19’. The day is not far, when each
Xaverian in every nook and corner of the world is connected by
the common thread of the alumni association. Alumni are part &
parcel of St. Xavier’s for many years and are surely one of the
pillars of SXC, supporting their alma mater in every way; in our
academic work, in our philanthropic work, in our infrastructure
expansion both in the main campus and the university and the
Raghabpur campus.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Governing
Council Members of the Alumni Association especially Mr. Sanjib
Koner, Hony. Secretary of the Alumni Association, for taking out
their valuable time for their alma mater and actively involving in
the various activities and developments of the Association in a
true Xaverian spirit.
May God shower his abundant Blessings on each one of them
and their family members.
With Best Wishes!

Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ
Principal, St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata
President, St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association
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From The Desk Of

Hony. Secretary
The alumni of the college are among the fortunate few who have
had the opportunity to blossom in a cosmopolitan ambience
amidst a rewarding academic environment. Life at Xavier’s is
an invigorating experience that paves the way for wholesome
development of personality. The inspiring academic atmosphere,
the comfortable life in the hostels, the warmth and care of the
Professors, and the competitive atmosphere of extra-curricular
activities nurture the students to shine as leaders in their chosen
fields.
The alumni of our college are now spread out across the world,
holding positions of eminence in their respective work domains.
The Association similarly has spread its wings across the worlds
– with 10 International Chapters & 5 National Chapters. I would
like to appeal to them to partake in the activities of the Alumni
Association, as I am sure that the alumni will continue to play a
significant role in institution-building. At this juncture, I would like
to quote John F. Kennedy, former President of the United States
of America. He writes, “I think the success of any school can
be measured by the contribution the alumni make to our
national life.” In this edition a new section has been introduced
in the publication; to recognize the luminaries that St. Xavier’
College has given to the world, who have made a difference to the
society & nation in their respective fields.

Dear Fellow Xaverians

I

consider it an honor to serve as the Honorary Secretary of
the St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association, as the
institution is very special to me. The mission and commitment
of our Alumni Association remains the same, to keep our alumni
connected to our esteemed institution, as well as with each other
and to support the students in need as future Xaverians. It has
been our endeavour to remain connected with all of you through
www.sxccaa.net, Facebook, WhatsApp, E-mail & our prestigious
annual magazine – “We Xaverian”.
As you flip through the pages of the magazine, you will relive the
activities organised by the association in the year gone by; read
the inspirational words of support & encouragement from our Fr.
President Rev. Dr. Dominic Savio, S.J., who continues to motivate
us to give our best for our alma mater by steering the alumni
association with his able leadership & divine wisdom.

Kindly allow me to express my gratitude towards each and every
one of you for sparing some time in organizing the various events
& philanthropic activities in the past year. We know that it takes a
lot to take some time out of your busy schedule and participate in
our endeavour, so it’s again a sincere thanks to you for your keen
participation as well as the support you have always extended
towards your alma mater.
I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to the editorial team
of “We Xaverians” for this annual publication.
I am looking forward to active participation from the alumni in all
the upcoming events of the Alumni Association, making them
successful as always.
With Warm Regards & Best Wishes

Sanjib Koner
Hony. Secretary, SXCCA
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S

The Rural Face of the College as a Part of Its
Social Commitment

t. Xavier’s College is a 159 year old College and this heritage
institution has been serving the cause of higher education
in the spirit of the motto of the College, ‘Nihil Ultra’ - Search
for Excellence.
St. Xavier’s College is the first College in West Bengal to have
been granted the autonomous status. Our College has also
been recognized as a ‘College of Excellence’ by the UGC. The
National Assessment Accreditation Council has rated St. Xavier’s
College with A++ Grade in its third cycle of NAAC Accreditation.
Due to its high score in the NAAC accreditation, our College has
been identified by the University Grants Commission (UGC) as a
potential ‘Mentor Institution’ to help the NAAC aspiring institutions
in Bengal.
We have a total strength of 342 teaching staff and 248 support
staff and the total student strength in all the courses of the College
is 8546.
St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata, is always committed to the
development of the downtrodden and marginalized.
Keeping this mission in mind, from the academic session 201415, the College started its rural campus in Raghabpur which is
situated near Nepalgunj in South 24 Parganas, West Bengal.

This initiative was taken, keeping in mind the difficulties faced
by the students of this area to further their education. Due to the
distance as well as the medium of instruction at the city campus,
many Bengali medium students (especially girls) mostly from
economically poor background, hesitated to join the city campus
of St. Xavier’s College. We firmly believe that this will also be a
platform to promote the overall socio-economic development of
the entire South 24 Parganas District.
Currently the Raghabpur Campus offers Honours Courses
in Bengali, History and Commerce, along with a B.A. General
program. From the academic session, 2019-20, the campus will
also offer M.A. in Bengali.
Presently there are 390 students studying in the campus of which
65% are girls and 35% are boys. The students of this campus
pursue their PG studies after completing their UG studies there.
Many students have brought fame to the College and travelled
abroad for their excellent achievements in the fields of Sports,
NCC, etc.
The seeds of this remarkable venture were sowed as far back
as 2006, with the inception of the “College to Village, Village to
College” project of the College, geared towards a rural outreach in
which students of our city campus, fired with the zeal and foresight
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of the Jesuit Fathers, came face-to-face with the realities of nine
Bengal villages, five of them located in our Raghabpur Parish
area. The experience broadened their horizons as they immersed
themselves in the village milieu, and began the educational and
human effort which would culminate in this watershed moment. It
was the initial step in the concretization of our Jesuit desire to reach
out to those of our less fortunate and underprivileged brothers
and sisters, and begin an institution that would be predominantly
geared towards their educational and human uplift.

of the larger Xaverian family. It must become another college of
excellence, benefitting thousands of rural students

There have been many developments in our rural campus since its
inception in 2014. On 24th October, 2017, a new academic building
was built, opening a new chapter in our 175 year old Raghabpur
Jesuit mission. Now, all the classes and other academic activities
are held in the new building. The new academic block is a sixstoried building with an auditorium which can accommodate1000
students. The new building is spread over 54,000 square feet with
all facilities. The old building is 18000 sq. feet and is now used for
various other purposes, i.e., canteen, indoor games, Offices of
NCC, NSS & Alumni, etc.

I appeal to you to come forward to extend your support in this
noble endeavour of St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata
for the development of the marginalized and downtrodden.

There are proposals for further expansion in the campus to broaden
the scope of higher studies for the rural students. Therefore, apart
from the existing Academic Building, there is a need for another
Academic Block to cater to the needs of these marginalized
students. The College also proposes to starta Community College
and a Vocational Training Centre in the future.
Our vision is two-fold. The first is academic expansion and the
second is the expansion of infrastructural facilities. By 2020,
Raghabpur should have at least 1500 students and by 2025, it
should become a separate College by itself, of course, as a part

Our endeavour to spread our wings towards new horizons
requires your consistent co-operation and collaboration. We must
have your active involvement and participation and in future you
will also feel proud that you have been an integral part of this
noble cause. We are assured you will join us in the realization of
this dream.

I eagerly look forward to your support for this noble cause.
With Prayers and Blessings,
Yours sincerely,
Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Dominic Savio S.J.
Rector & Principal
St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous) Kolkata
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Membership
Details

“The nostalgia of the Green Benches are just a click away” Xaverians Unite! We have made it easier for you,
we’re a click away! Membership is now Online, visit website www.sxccaa.net

COME AND JOIN YOUR ALUMNI !!
The following are the criteria for becoming the Member of the Association:
Any person who has completed Three (03) years of his/her studies at St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata and is no
longer a student of the College at the material time will be eligible to become a Life Member by paying a lump
sum subscription fee at a time, which shall be fixed by the Governing Council and which for the time being shall
be Rs.6018/- by cheque.
Members who opt offline are required to submit the following at Alumni Office (Room # 5):• Duly filled up membership form
• 3 recent photographs
• Proof of being a student from St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata
• Rs.6018/- in favor of St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association.
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SXCCAA Governing Council Members 2018-2019

PRESIDENT

Rev. Fr. Dominic Savio,SJ

Permanent Invitee

Rev. Fr. Felix Raj, SJ
Rev. Fr. Xavier Savarimuthu, SJ
Rev. Fr. Peter Arockiam, SJ

Vice President
Vikas Khosla
Harish Agarwal
Atanu Malik

Hony. Secretary
Sanjib Koner

Asst. Secretary
Umesh Goenka
Sujata Rampuria
Ajay Mimani

Treasurer

Council Member

Arun Bhatter
Arvind Bubna
Arun Sultania
Sudeshna Roy Chowdhury

Ex-Officio

Firdausul Hasan
Ram Ratan Modi

Editor

Pawan Dalmia

Council Member (Co-opted)
Yogesh Chopra
Deepak Gupta
Ravi Raja

Teacher Member
Ayan Chandra

Anil Goenka

Asst. Treasurer
Manoj Mani Agarwal

Student Member
Naman Madhogaria
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DELHI

BANGALORE

Sanjay Goel
+91 9821154661
goel@gtc.in
sg_gtc@hotmail.com

Sunil Singh
+91 9999961066
sxccaa.del@gmail.com

Hunaid Topiwalla
+91 9845276082
hunaid96@yahoo.com

NORTH EAST

SILIGURI

Pooja Sutodiya
+91 8761985431
poojasutodiya@gmail.com

Vinamra Goenka
+91 9933064152
vinamra_66@yahoo.co.in

UK

DUBAI

BANGLADESH

Mathew Gomes
00 447551827708
mathew.gomes@gmrcorp.co.uk,
matgom@gmail.com

Amitava Majumdar
+ 971502733545

Kingshuk Nag
kingshuk_nag001@yahoo.com

Saptarshi Dutta
+ 971509404182
dattasaptorshi@gmail.com

CANADA

Chiradeep Chakraborty
00447969848305
chirodeepc@gmail.com

AUSTRALIA
Rana Pratap Nag
+91 61415981 101
dukeranapratap@gmail.com
Neelesh Mehta
neelesh@texaspeak.com.au
Mukesh Garg
+ 61413514306
mukesh.garg@monash.edu

SINGAPORE
Sunil Patwari
+91 6596276837
+91 6562216811
sunil.patwari@seasonsoverseas.
com

SOUTH AFRICA
Ayan Bagchi
+ 27 71 47 91254
ayanchandra991@gmail.com

LUXEMBOURG
Aditya Sharma
+ 352 6211 69152

Gavin M Amos
+141 666 94040
gavin.amos@rci.rogers.com

USA
Vikrant Kapoor
+91 0131048305
vikrant27@hotmail.com

BANGKOK
Harsh Agarwal
+91 66818883484
harsh72@gmail.com

Xaverians’ Globally

MUMBAI

Xaverians’ In India

Our Presence
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Our Friday

Fellowship
Dated every Friday

“Our love for God is measured
by everyday fellowship with
others and the love it displays”

O

ur eyes light up on seeing some long lost pal’s face on FB
suggested as Friend.. We connect and start liking each
other’s post and invariably it doesn’t go beyond. What if
we were given a choice of a place where in likelihood we shall
meet old pals and make new ones.. Spend time together.. Bond
like fellows and sometimes fight too over a cuppa of tea samosa
with frequent Birthday treats thrown in. Sounds unbelievable in
this digital age.. But that’s what Room 5 at our Alma Mater has
been doing for ages unperturbed by the last decades social media
revolution.
Another myth it keeps on breaking is that great friendships are
made while you study together or sometimes at work. We have
made friends some of whom went on to become family friends
whom we met first time in Room 5 who were much younger or
older than us.
For those who are too business minded it has now opened up
new vista’s with collaboration and fellowship through a business
forum group who went on to grow into physical meeting space.
Room 5 has been a breeding ground for Political and intellectual
debates but with our President’s initiative Room 15 doors have
been opened for Room 5 occupants where monthly useful talks
on health, business and many other topics are adding further
value to the fellowship. Regulars in Room 5 have been constantly
engaged in organizing important events in Alumni calendars with
spouses of members also joining in as part of Women’s Forum

Team. Room 5 family stands shoulder to shoulder to share grief
and happiness and has proved to be an unparalleled fertile ground
to promote joyous fellowship with value added activities.
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Philanthropy - To Give Is To Receive
Paikhala School

T

he Paikhala Prathamik Vidalaya, an SXCCAA initiative in the remote
area of South 24 Parganas for the benefits of the marginalised and
downtrodden is now having student strength of 76. The students
are provided texts books, stationeries, school dresses and shoes on a
regular basis. New floor mats have been supplied for the convenience of
the learners. Computer aided classrooms will be started from November to
bring up students’ computer literacy. The students of our college visit the
school regularly for the purpose of teaching.
This year SXCCAA has committed itself for the boarding and
educational support of 2 first generation college goer students. One
of the students is from Paikhala village.

Mega Health Camp 2019

W

ith the blessings and guidance of Fr. President a Mega Health
Camp was organised by SXCCAA at Raghabpur Campus, the
rural face of our college on 20.01.2109. More than 600 people
from neighbouring villages were benefited by services provided at the day
long camp. The Health Camp at a glance:

Total No of patients who registered for the camp – 617
No. of patients for Blood Screening - 125
No. of Patients for General Health Check up - 99
No. of patients for Paediatric Health Check up – 35
No. of Patients for Women Health and Hygiene - 26
No. of Patients for Eye check up - 332
Spectacles were provided to 128 people.
Cataracts Surgeries performed – 65

Mega Health Camp 2019
The eye camp was collaborated with Priyamvada Birla Eye Hospital and
Dr.Rohatgi’s Vision Eye Hospital for eye and the other area’s like blood
profiling , child health , women health and hygiene and general health check
up was undertaken by Mercy hospital. Apart from the above mentioned
services, a few more facilities were provided on and after the day of Health
Camp. They are as follows.
1 girl child has undergone a successful squint surgery. Medicines have
also been provided to the medical camp patients. There were 16 critical
RTC (Refer to clinic cases like Retina detachment, Cornea cases) and
out of these 8 cases have been successfully operated. A very complex
successful retina corrective surgery has been done on
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a patient at L.V Prasad Eye Hospital in Hyderabad which has been supported
by SXCCAA.
With the blessings of Fr. President we have done two very critical cataract
surgeries on two elderly poor and marginalised women from Dakshin
Barasat. Financial assistance to a very poor aged farmer from a very remote
area of Dakshin Barasat for cardiac related check-up. Two very poor and
marginalised Raghabpur eye camp patients were provided post operative
financial assistance.
SXCCAA has successfully done Retina surgery of both eyes of Dipak
Banerjee and a token monetary assistance for post operative care was also
given to him.
The medical camp would not have been successful with the support and
help of Fr. Jonshon Padaraya S.J (Vice Principal Raghavpur Campus) and
his team and our dedicated hard working alumni team.
Sishu Mela--Like previous years, SXCCAA has supported the Sishu Mela
this year as well with a humble contribution of Rs. 25000.
Kerela Flood--Students, alumni, faculty and non teaching staff members
came forward in a big way to help the flood victims in Kerala. SXCCAA
raised more than Rs. 5 Lakhs and a lot relief material, the same was handed
over to the College. The contributions from the various departments along
with our contribution added upto Rs. 20 Lakhs along with the relief materials
which were sent to the local Jesuit Fathers in Kerala to help the flood victims.
Blood Donation Camp Raghabpur--SXCCAA has also supported a blood
donation camp held on 17.03.19 at St. Pauls High School, Raghabpur.
Annual Philanthropic Day 2019--The annual Philanthropic Day was
celebrated on 23.07.2019 on the birthday of our President. SXCCAA which
always helped out and supported the Little Sisters of The Poor in their efforts
to serve the old and the infirm. SXCCAA has donated to the Little Sisters of the Poor, BP monitoring machines, glucometers, pulse
oxymeter, airbed, waterbed, double door refrigerator, oxygen concentrator machine, nebuliser, devilbiss (lung suction machine) on the
day.
Drinking Water Project--The drinking water of St. Paul High School Raghabpur is having very high iron content and moreover the
school lies in the arsenic prone zone. Keeping this in view a water filteration plant has been provided to the St. Paul High School
Raghabpur.
SXCCAA has also contributed a sum of Rs.10 lakh towards the development work of Raghabpur campus.
SXCCAA has always rededicated itself by reaching out to the needy and the marginalised sections of the society and it will always be
doing so in the years to come
-Yogesh Chopra
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Women’s Forum -Busy as the Bee
2018-19 was an eventful year for the SXCCAA Women’s Forum. Like
every year, it had it’s list of interesting and varied events throughout the
year.
The first event for the year was the Annual Tea Meet in December,
2018. A packed auditorium of Xaverians and their families enjoyed
a memorable evening which concluded with some sumptuous
snacks in the Quadrangle alongside some wonderful game stalls
for entertainment.
Seminars and Workshops were an integral part of the year’s eventlist. A seminar on “Present and Future of Digital World and Charms

and Challenges of Journalism” was conducted by Senior Editor
of BBC News, Ms. Rebecca Skippage in January, 2019.
The Forum celebrated Philanthropy Day in an unique way
by donating a sum of Rs. 10000/- to Mahavir Seva Sadan in
February, 2019 for helping the disabled get an artificial limb.
A workshop on Flower Arrangement and Decoration in April,
2019 managed to gather a good audience and participants.
Conducted by Mrs. Mita Kanoria, the workshop proved to be
very helpful and informative.
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Following,in the month of April, 2019 wasn afternoon on Food
Presentation. It was conducted by Ms. Abhilasha Chandak, a
recognised chef and also an Alumnas. Recipes, food presentation,
and seasonal eating proved to be informative topics.
In June, 2019, a workshop on Aroma Therapy was organised
by the Forum in association with Credo. Make-up artist Shree
Ghatak along with Payel Majumdar and Ivy Mondol demonstrated
Blossom Kocher’s Aroma Magic on pigmentation and anti-ageing.
-Sujata Rampuria

The month of July saw an interesting cooking demonstration at
Hotel Hindustan International. An enthusiastic audience learnt
three dishes from different chefs at the renowned hotel.
To encourage bonding and camaraderie among the Forum’s
members, two Fellowships were organised at The Salt House
and The Myx in January, 2019 and May, 2019 respectively.
Members enjoyed the music, food and laughter as they
renewed their commitment to SXCCAA and each other.

To conclude, SXCCAA Women’s Forum, like every year, had an
eventful schedule throughout the year. The Forum’s members
worked in unison to make each and every event a success.
Extending greetings to all those who helped the Forum and it’s
members to make the year a success.
-Sujata Rampuria
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Activity Reports
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Respecting our Gurus that Teaches All Professions
5th September 2018

‘GURU – SHISHYA PARAMPARA’ is our benign adage and we the people of India took a leaf out of this and zeroed in to celebrate
Teachers’ Day on the 5th day of September every year since 1962 epitomizing the birth anniversary of our 2nd President Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan a philosopher, teacher and statesman.

S

t.Xaviers College (Calcutta) Alumni Association and St.
Xavier’s College Students Council took on the onus of
celebrating the Teachers’ Day in the College Campus. The
celebration began by an invocation song presented by XADAM.
Rev.Fr.Dr. Dominic Savio S.J. Principal St.Xaviers College and
President SXCCAA along with Vice Principals Fr.Dr. Xaviers
Savarimuthu S.J., Prof. Bertram D’Silva, Fr. Peter Arockiam
S.J. Mrs. Charlotte Simpson Vegas, Fr.Johnson. , Sanjib KonerHon.Secretary SXCCAA and Naman Madhogaria-Gen.Secretary
SXCSC were escorted to the stage and presented with flower
bouquets by the members of the Women’S Forum SXCCAA.
Prof. Swapan Banerjee , Dean B.Com. was felicitated for his
yeoman services by Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ. which was
followed by an emotional acceptance speech. Fr. Principal
alongside the Students Council members cut a cake on the
occasion. Sanjib Koner gave the vote of thanks. The celebration
in the auditorium ended by a dance performance by XADAM
assisted and directed by Mrs.Sujata Lahiri.
Arrangements for a luncheon at the gymnasium for the teachers
and the non teaching staff were made and all enjoyed the

sumptuous spread
Fr.Joseph Maliyakal S.J. Memorial Football Trophy:
The Teachers and the Alumni teams vie for this coveted and
prestigious trophy and though friendly, the match is very
competitive. The 60 minute match is played with intensity
amidst among the members. The teams comprise of players in
the age group of late twenties to late fifties. Winning or losing
hardly matters, what really matters is the participation and the
enthusiasm. Fr. Principal gave away the medals to the players of
both the teams and the Trophy to the SXCCAA TEAM.
I must pay my tribute, homage and thanks on this day to our very
FIRST TEACHER which may be our Parents, Grandparents,
Uncles and Aunties, our Siblings or any one in the neighborhood
for their initial imbibation of habits or learning inculcated in us
which we carry or carry till our last breath.
“Be the guide and let the light of knowledge glow and flow for now
and ever.”
Nihil Ultra –Nothing Beyond .

-Shahid Ahmed Khan
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Visit To The Holy Land – A Memoir
T
he Holy Land – the Land of the Bible, Land of Faith –
revered throughout recorded history as Eretz HaKodesh.
For a person of Faith whose beliefs are rooted in the Bible,
there is no place on Earth like the Holy Land. In this narrow strip of
Land lies the source of religious belief of much of mankind. Here,
amongst the barren hills and fertile plains, man’s spirit learned
to soar, and from here a message went out to all over the World:
… and many peoples shall come, and say, ‘Come, let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; that He may teach us His ways and that
we may walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth the
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3).

“

For nearly 2000 years, visitors from all over the world have come
on pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Especially for the Christian visitors,
this is the land of their spiritual heritage – with Bible in their hand,
they have walked in the places Jesus walked and prayed in the
places where he himself preached & prayed. Visiting the Holy
Land is the desire of a lifetime for each and every Christians. The
experiences one goes through in such a trip are life transforming

At the Shepherd’s Field at Bethlehem where the Angels
announced the good news of Birth of Jesus to the shepherds

while visiting the Biblical places at Jordan, Palestine, Israel
are truly divine. The visit of Holy Land gives a person a huge
quantum of faith & self-belief, opportunity to know his identity,
understanding himself in relation to God.

The place at Nativity Church where Jesus was born in Bethlehem

The place at Calvary where Jesus’ body was washed before the burial

When we, Br Chintamoni Das SJ, Sanjib Koner Honorary
Secretary of St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association &
myself, visited the Holy Land, we experienced some life changing
moments at the Nativity Church in Bethlehem where Lord Jesus
was born, The Place of Last Supper, The Calvary where Lord
Jesus died on the Cross and the Sepulchre, the Tomb of Lord
Jesus in Jerusalem – and those moments had been beyond the
feelings & expressions. We all felt that we were empowered by
the divine identity of Jesus. The trip of Holy Land had been an
experience of God’s unconditional Love, Peace & Forgiveness.
The Holy Land trip has made all of us to understand the
humanness in everyone of us, made us better human beings and
to discover the sacredness in each & everyone of us.

Praying at The Tomb of The Virgin Mary
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In front of Temptation Mountain

Inside the Nativity Church Bethlehem

In front of Zacchaeus Tree

During our stay at The Holy Land, we prayed for all the staffs &
students of St. Xavier’s, Alumni members and their family
members, the Jesuits of St. Xavier’s Community as well as the
Jesuits of Calcutta Province.
Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio SJ
Rector & Principal,
St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata

At Basilica of Transfiguration on Mount Tabor

The place at Calvary where Jesus died on the Cross

In front of Petra in Jordan
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JHEASA Conference 2019

T

6th & 7th October 2019 at St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata

he festive time in India is also marked as the conference
time for the institutional heads of all the major Jesuit higher
academic institutions spread all across South Asia. And St.
Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata had been the privileged
host of Jesuit Higher Education Association South Asia (JHEASA)
Conference 2019 which recorded maximum participation of
delegates till date.
Festivities started for the Delegates of JHEASA Conference 2019
with the Welcome Dinner hosted by St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta)
Alumni Association on 5th October 2019 at Hotel Hindustan
International. In
his
Welcome
Address,
Fr.
Dominic Savio
S.J.,
Principal
& Rector of St.
Xavier’s College
(Autonomous),
K o l k a t a
congratulated
the Principals of
2 Other Premier
Colleges of India
for securing A++
score in NAAC
Accreditation
namely Fr. Xavier
A r o c k i a s a m y,
S.J.
of
St.
Joseph’s College
(Autonomous),
Tiruchirappalli &
Fr. S Mariadoss,
S.J. of St Xavier’s College, Palaymkottai. The evening was made
memorable for the Delegates with Retro Instrumental musical
performances.

T
h
e
proceedings
of
JHEASA
Conference
2019
started
on 6th October
2019
with
Registration of
the Delegates
and
a
mesmerizing
rendition
of
Classical
Dance & Music
by the Students
of Xaverian Academy of Dance and Music which was followed by
Welcome Address by Fr. Raphael Hyde S.J., Provincial, Calcutta
Province and other deliberations by Fr George Pattery S.J.
Provincial of South Asia, Fr. Joye James S.J., Secretary, JHEASA,
Fr. Felix Raj, S.J., Vice Chancellor, St. Xavier’s University,
Kolkata & the opening session concluded with Vote of Thanks by
Fr Dominic Savio, S.J., Rector & Principal, St. Xavier’s College
(Autonomous), Kolkata.

The technical sessions of the JHEASA Conference 2019 began at
Xavier Hall with Presentation on National Education Policy, 2019
by Fr. Sunny Jacob, S.J., Secretary Jesuit Educational Association
of South Asia (JEASA) being moderated by Fr Swebert D’Silva
S.J. Director St. Joseph’s College of Law, Bengaluru followed by
a Presentation on Universal Apostolic Preference (UAP) by Fr.
Denzil Fernandes S.J., Director Indian Social Institute, New Delhi
where Fr Alex Ekka S.J. Director XIDAS, Jabalpur had been the
Moderator. After the technical sessions, the entire contingent
went to visit St. Xavier’s University Campus at Rajarhat where Fr
George Pattery, S.J. Provincial of South Asia led all the Delegates
of the Conference
to an Eucharist at
the Chapel of the
University.
The
Celebration ended
in Jesuit spirit with
the dinner hosted
by the University.
The
proceeding
went
smoothly
towards
the
concluding day of
the
Conference
on 7th October
2019 (also being
celebrated
as
Mahanabami
of Durga Puja /
Navratri across the
World) with a group
photoshoot of the
Delegates in front
of the statue of St. Francis Xavier, the Patron Saint of the College.
The technical sessions of the day featured a Presentation on
Best Practices being Moderated by Fr. Xavier Arockiasamy S.J.,
Principal St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous), Tiruchirapalli, a
Presentation on the Bengal Jesuit Mission & Higher Education by
Fr. Xavier Savarimuthu S.J., Vice Principal St. Xavier’s College
(Autonomous), Kolkata followed by Fr. S Emmanuel S.J., National
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AICUF Advisor sharing the activities of AICUF & a Presentation
by Mr. Sanjib Koner, Honorary Secretary St. Xavier’s College
(Calcutta) Alumni Association highlighting the year-long activities
of the Association led by the President Fr. Dominic Savio S.J.
There was a small presentation on WUJA / JAAI by Mr. Naresh
Gupta, Honorary Secretary of WUJA which was followed by an
Eucharist where the Main Celebrant was Fr. P. Christie S.J.,
Director XLRI Jamshedpur. After Lunch, the Delegates visited the
hi-tech Fr. Verstraeten Central Library of the College guided by Fr.
Xavier Savarimuthu S.J., Assistant Director of the Library & came
back to Xavier Hall for the Business session & plenary session
where Fr. Peter Arockiam S.J., Vice Principal of St. Xavier’s
College (Autonomous), Kolkata expressed his Thanksgiving &
gratitude to all the Delegates with a special mention & appreciation
to St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association for their
engagement throughout the conference.

behalf of St. Xavier’s Community, Fr Dominic Savio, S.J., Rector
of the Community welcomed All the Delegates to the Dinner and
during the course of the Dinner, Fr. Joye James S.J., Secretary
JHEASA announced the nomination of Fr. Dominic Savio S.J. as
a member of the Board Governors of the International Association
of Jesuit Universities (IAJU).

After the Conference, the Delegates visited the Goethals Indian
Library & Research Society of the College before visiting &
spending some quality time at Mother’s House & paying respect
at the tomb of St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata & returned to gather
some memorable moments at the Dinner hosted by St. Xavier’s
Community at Community Recreation Hall of the College. On

“… Wonderful time we had. We simply enjoyed the hospitality
of SXCCAA during our stay. Meticulous planning and excellent
execution under the able leadership of Fr. Dominic , Fr. Felix
and other fathers with the support of the committed alumni. All
of you sacrificed your festival days for us. You really made us feel
at home. Our sincere thanks to each and every one of you dear
alumni”.
Arockiasamy Xavier
Tiruchi

The whole conference was meticulously planned & executed by
the Stakeholders of the Institution namely St. Xavier’s College
(Calcutta) Alumni Association, staff members – both teaching &
support and the present students guided by the Jesuit Community
of St. Xavier’s.
Appreciations & Accolades kept on pouring even after the
Delegates of the Conference returned to their respective
destinations. Couple of such appreciation notes are as follows:

“… Reached Mangalore safely. Thank you Fr Felix, Fr Dominic
Savio, Fr Xavier , the community members, Prof Samrat, Prof Sen
the alumni and the students for the meticulous organization and
putting into action the concept of Education of the heart. Thank
you Fr James Joyce”.
Fr Denzil Lobo, Fr Praveen Martis and Farita Viegas
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3rd National Meet - Delhi
16th-19th November 2018

Communication - the human connection - is the key to personal and career success.
- Paul J. Meyer

I

t is the need to ensure that we do not lose the “key” to human
connection and communication, which has evoked us to
organize Looking Beyond time and again. The aim to organize
such conferences is to give a chance to all Xaverians present all
over the World to network and revive their bond to this 158-yearold educational institution of excellence by reaching out to the
Alma Mater.
In such perception, 6 Beyond Boundaries at Bangkok, Dubai,
Singapore, London, Melbourne & Toronto and 2 Looking Beyond
at Goa and Jaipur were organized. The 3rd National Convention
of the Xaverians Looking beyond- III was organized at Hotel Leela
Ambience and Convention Hotel Delhi at New Delhi from 16th- 19th
November 2018, under the guidance of our Honorary Secretary Mr.
Sanjib Koner & the able leadership of our President Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic
Savio SJ. The event was well attended by more than 200 Xaverians from
across the world. It was an annual merriment of Bonhomie with our Fellow
Xaverians about blissful times spent at the college – here age & generations
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became mere numbers!
The meet started on 16th Nov’18 with the welcome dinner. The next
two days were filled with various events and the meet ended on 18th
Nov’18 with a farewell dinner. The Highlight of the events were
Felicitation of Mr. Hamid Ansari, former Vice President of India
with Global Xaverian Award, address to the house by Rev. Fr. J.
Felix Raj, SJ vice chancellor of St. Xaviers University, Kolkata
on 125 years of “Chicago Conference of Swami Vivekanand”,
open house with eminent bollywood actress Ms. Zeenat
Aman and former captain of Indian cricket team Mr. Kapil
Dev and Pledging by members towards “You Too”.

.

We are grateful to Rev. Fr. Dominic Savio, SJ- President
of SXCCAA and Mr. Sanjib Koner- Hony. Secretary of
SXCCAA in having faith in us and allowing us to organize
Looking Beyond III. We are thankful to Mr. Firdausul Hasan,
Mr. Srikant Jain and other members for their whole hearted
support in organizing the event.
Umesh Goenka & Harish Agarwal
Coverners – Looking Beyond- III
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Annual Tea Meet 2018

T

5th December 2018

he first event of SXCCAA this year was the Tea Meet held on
8th December, 2018.

In continuation with the tradition ,the event was organised by the
SXCCAA Women’s Forum. It was a packed auditorium with 300+
Xaverians and their family members.
Our members children made the audience dance to their tunes with an
enthralling musical performance.
This was followed by the welcome of the Principal and President of our

College Rev. Father Dr. Dominic Savio. S.J.Father Dominic Savio
motivated us with his inspirational and memorable speech.
Ms. Mouma Das, the Table Tennis player, Commonwealth Gold Winner
and Arjuna awardee was felicitated by Women’s Forum. Mouma was
felicited by Rev. Father Dr. Dominic Savio in the presence of Women’s
Forum convenor Sujata Rampuria, Advisor Sudeshna Roy Chowdhury, Coadvisor Darsita Trivedi, SXCCAA Secretary Sanjib Koner and the immediate
past secretary Firdausul Hassan.
This was followed by the induction of new life members to the Xaverian fraternity.
Badges were given by father himself.
Our title sponsors Blue chip was presented a memento.
SXCCAA Editorial board were felicited on the occasion.

The convenors were given a
token of appreciation by Father.
It was followed by a dance recital by
the renowned dancer Devlina Kumar; the performance
received a tremendous applause.
The vote of thanks was presented by convenor of the event on behalf
of Women’s Forum. The treasure island game kept the members and
children engaged.
The members enjoyed the delicious snacks arranged at the
quadrangle which seemed to have changed to a “fair” like place. Our
Juice Partner, &quot;The Yellow Straw&quot; provided great Juice to the
people present there.
It was one of the most memorable and historic tea meets.
-Ritu Bhuwaria
-Purnima Bothra
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Christmas Meet
23rd December 2018

S

XCCAA organized a Christmas Meet with its members,
Fathers, Teaching & Non Teaching Staffs & other dignitaries
along with the Students of St. Xavier’s College on 23rd
December 2018 at Fr. Depelchin Auditorium, to celebrate Christmas
– the Biggest Festival in any Jesuit Calendar. Like
the last few years, the gathering had been
overwhelming & cordial with the presence
of Ms. Mamata Banerjee, Hon’ble Chief
Minister of West Bengal inaugurating

the celebrations by ribbon cutting of the Christmas Crib along
with Rev. Fr. Dominic Savio SJ, Rev .Fr.Felix Raj Vice Chancellor
St.Xavier’s University & other Jesuit Fathers, JanabFirhad Hakim
Hon’ble Mayor of Kolkata & the Commissioner of Kolkata Police.
Also present were several State Ministers and other
Parliamentarians. The main event was organized at
the auditorium which featured keynote address
by the dignitaries, cake cutting & an exchange
of love and affection in keeping with the spirit

of Christmas. The celebration was harmonized by the sweet tunes&
carols performed by the College’s musical society namely Xavier’s
Academy of Dance And Music (XADAM).
The celebrations ended with High Tea for all present in the
celebrations. I would like to thank my co-conveners Rajendra
Agarwal & Pravin Baid for working as a team in making this
high profile event a grand success. I would also like to thank
Sujata Rampuria, SudeshnaRoychowdhury and Darshita
Trivedi, representing Women’s Forum for their whole
hearted support.
-Manoj Jain
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‘SANGAM’--Annual Reunion Dinner

K

29th December, 2018

eeping in line with the theme “Once a Xaverian Always a Xaverian”, the Sangam Reunion Dinner
2018 created nostalgia surrounding those priceless moments we spent in this campus with the
illustrious faculties, friends and the rich heritage of the institution. A Xaverian, armed with such
basic values imparted by the college, always leads the society unto a positive path.

The evening was graced by an inspirational welcome by Father Principal Dominic Savio
SJ along with Father Xaviers & other respected fathers. As per tradition, the association
felicitated and presented an honorarium Cheque to old College employee Sri Shyamal
Bhuimali The mood was set just right as the crowd of more than 800 guests was
enthralled by the performance of live musical extravaganza by core Rajasthani
Troop “Kalla Khan & Deena Khan Band”. The entire audience was mesmerized
and did not want the show to end but we as Xaverians respect time & schedule,
we had to disappoint the gathering against our wishes by switching over to
next scheduled programme. This was followed by felicitation of Jewels
of Xavier’s and Cake Cutting ceremony for the batch of 1994, who

celebrated their graduation from the college 25 years ago.
Xaverians danced to the pulsating beats of DJ Harish accompanied by mouthwatering snacks and multi cuisine dinner from Tangerine. The famous Hard Rock Café
stall & aptly decorated Photo Corner was appreciated by all, needless to say all types of
spirit be it physicalorspiritual were in abundance.
The event would have not been successful without the contribution from my fellow colleagues Atanu
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Mullick, Rajesh Agarwal, Panjaj Benani, Sandip Bajaj & Rajeev Buvaria. Not to forget the excellent
execution of Cards distribution by Ajay Chachan. Efforts of Rajesh Jhunjhunwala & Sushil Maheshwari,
who managed the cash counter very effectively, cannot be overlooked. Ms. Hasnu Mukherjee as
usual was methodical and impressive as the master of ceremony like always. A special mention
of our Hony. Secretary Sanjib Koner for giving us the free hand to organise the show.
Mr. Rajeev Buvaria was too good & passionate to replicate the Rajasthani theme with
traditional décor, even Diyas, Itrawala, Mehendi booth, Glass Work Décor &
Minars were aptly placed to enhance the grandness to the event suiting the
Rajasthani theme.
Mr. M.M. Agarwal put all his efforts and came out with Business Directory
cum Souvenir which was a very positive step to bring ex Xaverian
together professionally too.
Whole programme was almost self financed with the help
of Sponsors, Advertisers & well wishers without big
damage to Alumni financial kitty.
The joyful faces, electrifying energy and light
hearted spirit paid for all our hard work. It showed
that time has no bar when you meet your college
friends.

We parted with the commitment to meet soon &
keep the Xaverian spirit high as “Once a Xaverian
Always a Xaverian”
-Hemant Saraogi
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Beyond Barriers XIX

C

26th January 2019

hoosing the suitable artist for Beyond Barriers is becoming
harder and harder. This year we were able to rope in Neha
Kakkar – currently with the maximum hits in Bollywood and
sensational Armaan Malik having one the highest fan following.
While one had soul full songs, the other had pulsating numbers.
Something great for every taste. No wonder that we had a record
audience.
Beyond Barriers XIX – Armaan Malik & Neha Kakkar – Live in
Concert will be remembered as one of the best Beyond Barriers.
All sections of the audience were full to capacity. The audience
swayed and danced to all the songs. The Technicals like – Sound
and Lights were of the best quality which added to the excellent
character of the Musical Concert.
The highlights were Armaan’s melodious songs, followed by a
20 minute unplugged session finishing with waving the Indian
National Flag at the end of this performance, to mark the Republic
Day of India. Neha introduced two finalists of Indian Idol to sing
with her and took the programme to a crescendo with her latest
foot tapping songs.
More than 100 Members comprised of Team Beyond Barriers in
the specific fields of Sponsorship, Finance, Creative, Artist Coordination, Ticket & Passes, Security, Ground & Stage, Banners
& Stalls, Media & Publicity, Refreshments, Statutory, Reception,
etc. An awesome group of friends ready to take on any challenge.
Records were set in Sponsorships, Social Media Publicty,
Hoarding Publicity – huge number of still hoardings and even
digital hoardings,6 newspaper advertisements and a pre & post
event write up, ticket sales surpassed previous year, Security was
tight, Sound was the best ever, Ground & stage were excellent,
the super management in banner, stalls, refreshments, statutory,
reception resulted in a resounding success for all.
St. Xavier’s College has some divine force which makes the
artists perform more than their worth. The same was seen
this time when the artists, musicians, audience, everyone was
mesmerized. It was an amazing experience in the staging of the
show as well as the show itself.
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While we thank all our Sponsors, Teaching & Non Teaching
Staff, Vendors, Students, Members of SXCCAA, Audience, Govt.
of West Bengal; a very special gesture of gratitude for Rev. Fr.
Domnic Savio whose fatherly appreciation, encouragement and
prayers made the Team Beyond Barriers live up to the motto –
NIHIL ULTRA.
Very special thanks to all the fathers of St. Xavier’s Community
for the support, love, affection and encouragement to the entire
team.

We were able to make a humble contribution to our Alma Mater with
a cheque of Rs. 10 Lakhs from the proceeds of Beyond Barriers
XIX.
-Vikas Khosla
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SANYOG- International Torch Light Tour for
Mother Language

S

21st February 2019

t. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association with
student bodies of St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata including the
Literary Societies of the college proudly presented SANYOG
2019; an International Torchlight Tour for Mother Language from
6th-21st of February 2019 in its 5th year of celebration. SANYOG
is fortunate to get the guidance of Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio
S.J.(Principal, St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata and President,
SXCCAA), encouragement from Vice Principals Rev FrDr Xavier
SavarimuthuS.J., Rev. Fr Peter ArockiamS.J.,Prof Bertram
Da Silva, Dr Charlotte Simpson Veigasand able leadership of
MrSanjibKoner, Hony. Secretary of St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta)
Alumni Association. Under them, the SXCCAA conveners of this
event Ms. Shubhechha Chowdhuri, Mr. Subhra Sankha Bose
and Mr. Arijit
Dey
have
envisioned
this programme to
commemorate
the
I N T E R N AT I O N A L
M O T H E R
LANGUAGE DAY.

The
concept
of
SANYOG
is
to
promote each and
every native mother
language all across
the globe. The aim
of this event is to
rejuvenate
Mother
Language’s
lost
glory and to spread
it among all; negating
the
cannibalismof
foreign languages and upholding every native language’s rich
cultural heritage.
As the symbolic mascot of this honourable quest, the “Mashal”
or torch light flame was blessed, like every year by our Father
Principal and Father Vice Principals in the Inauguration programme
in the College Grounds
on 6th February, 2019. It
was followed by a cultural
programme in presence
of past secretaries of the
alumni association, GC
members, contingent of
SXCCAA and students.
The torch light flame
which signifies worldwide
fraternity and cultural
bond then embarked
upon
its
auspicious
journey
from
Shahid
Minar, Dhaka – the sacred
place where brave people offered their lives for protecting their
mother language. The immediately past Hon’ble V.C. of Dhaka
University Prof Dr. A. A. M. S Arefin Siddique and Padmabhushan
Prof. Anisuzzaman, Professor Emeritus of Dhaka University
together lighted the flame and blessed the course of Sanyog on
8th of February. The programme was attended by the Honorary
President, Secretary and Executive Committee members of Dhaka

University Alumni Association, the Provost of Dhaka University,
the current students and local representatives of the society. The
media widely highlighted this news of bondage among the youth
of India and Bangladesh, the cultural and political significance
of the programme and how our mother language serves as the
bridge, the sense of shared identity.
On 9th Of February, the delegation team was invited to visit Dhaka
University Senate Hall and The VC Office for a meet and greet with
the Hon’ble V.C. of Dhaka University Prof Dr. Md Akhtaruzzaman.
The Dhaka University Alumni Association invited SXCCAA
Convenors and Prof Roy for their Executive Council Meeting as
special invitees. The hour long discussion presented insights into
the fruitful ways where
both associations can
work hand in hand for
betterment of respective
institutions, the society
and the countries at large.
On 12th of February,
the SXCCAA delegation
team with the torch
visited Loyola College,
Chennai. Rev Dr. F
Andrew, S.J. principal
of the college received
the flame of mother
language along with the
Honorary Secretary of
Loyola College Alumni
Association and promised
to contribute their best
for mother language. It was a heart touching effort on the part
of the host college to organize their very own rally escorting the
SXCCAA Convenors, Prof Subrata Sinha of St. Xavier’s College
Kolkata Raghavpur campus and the SXC students as a mark
of respect for both mother languages and this great initiative of
SXCCAA. The cultural programme which followed in both Bengali
and Tamil proved how language acts as a bridge and not a barrier
between people.
15th February was indeed a prestigious day for SXCCAA as the
SANYOG convenors and Prof Samrat Roy were invited to the
Indian Embassy of Thailand, Bangkok by Mrs. Suchitra Durai,
Ambassador. Mrs Durai herself received the torch on behalf of the
embassy. The entire contingent of the embassy saluted the initiative
of SANYOG and the holy flame was preserved. Mr Souvik Roy
Choudhury, SXCCAA member and long term resident of Thailand
facilitated the whole programme and Madam Ambassador invited
the
SANYOG
team
for
an
i n s i g h t f u l
discussion about
how
language
can be used
as a powerful
diplomatic tool
among countries.
In the evening,
the
alumni
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convenors, Prof Roy and the students had a cultural programme
in association with Bangkok’s Indian Association.
The SXCCAA and student delegation team also visted Xaverian
campuses of Burdwan, Raghavpur and St. Xavier’s University,
Rajarhat from 17th-20th Of February to share the torch flame of
mother language.
Rev. Fr Paul Arockiam, Principal of Burdwan St. Xaviers College
greeted the torchlight flame with unmatched hospitality on 18th
of February, 2019. All the stakeholders of the institution came
forward to take the sacred vow of upholding Mother Language in
her true glory in the form of a local rally and cultural programme.
Raghavpur campus of St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata is very
close to all our hearts. Rev Fr Johnson Padiyara, Vice Principal
Raghavpur Campus after receiving the torch, voiced his hope
about Sanyog- “It is programmes like SANYOG which can present
mother language and concepts of rural campus like Raghavpur
to the world. SANYOG is the platform which connects us to the
outside world, where we can present our positive work and vision
to the global community”.
Rev. Fr Felix Raj S.J., Vice Chancellor St. Xavier’s University, was

all praises about SANYOG while receiving the torch light flame on
behalf of the institution alongside Prof. Ashish Mitra, Registrar of
SXU on 20th of February, 2019. Father aptly commented- “During

my tenure in St. Xavier’s College, SANYOG was a kind of an
event which urged me to pause and think, what I was personally
doing for my mother language, my roots and culture- how they are
connected through language. In any educational institution, there
is a mélange of students- a colourful fair of different ethnicities. It
is their language which binds them with their roots and helps them
revive their identity. I hope for SANYOG to reach newer heights
every year and spread the message all throughout the world.”
SANYOG concluded with a regal closing rally on 21st February,
2019 – Antorjatik Matribhasha Dibosh from St. Xavier’s College
Twin Hostel, AJC Bose road to the Park Street campus through
Minto Park, Camac Street and Wood Street. The rally was
adorned by the presence of Minister Goutam Deb who graciously
flagged off the rally at its starting point. Eminent Director
Arindam Sil and delegation team from Dhaka University along
with close to 1200 students, professors and support staff of St.
Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata walked for the sake of
their mother language, their identity. The Alumni convener team
formally handed over the torch light flame to Father principal Rev.
Fr Dr Dominic SJ ,Janab Firhad Hakim, Mayor of Kolkata and
Minister In charge for Government of West Bengal and Mr. B.M
Jamal Hossain, Minister(Political) and HOC, Bangladesh Deputy
High Commission to conclude the journey of this year’s SANYOG.
The Kolkata media termed SANYOG as an unique initiative and
remarked SXCCAA has always been a pioneer in such kind of
social initiatives. Rev. Fr. Dominic Savio S.J, in his truly moving
speech in the closing ceremony in Depelchin Auditorium called
upon all members of the Xaverian community to come forward
for this journey of SANYOG. He said, “SANYOG is a journey,
it cannot end. SANYOG 2019 has paved the way for SANYOG
2020. It is an initiative we should undertake not only every year,
but every day of our lives. St. Xavier’s College will give their best
endeavor to uphold the values of SANYOG, every year.”
As aptly said by the Alumni Conveners Shubhechha Chowdhuri,
Subhra Sankha Bose and Arijit Dey- “We believe in the Multiplier
Effect- the more institutions we can share our flame of Mother
Language, the more people can join us in this journey. Now is the
time we think of going back to our roots. We should never forget
the rich past of our Mother Language and try our best to uphold it.”
-Subhra Sankha Bose
-Shubhechha Chowdhuri
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President’s Birthday-Born to Serve
23rd July 2019

Annual Philanthropic Day
SXCCAA celebrated its annual philanthropic day on 23rd July 2019, coinciding with
the birthday of our President, Rector and Principal of St. Xavier’s College Kolkata,
Rev Fr. Dominic Savio SJ.
The event, organised at Xavier Hall, was well attended by the Jesuits Fathers, professors,
alumni members and family members of Fr. Dominic Savio SJ.The event started with prayers
to the almighty by the father.
The beneficiaries of retina replacement operation & post operation monetary assistance; Pratap Sani, Sachi
Rani Makal & Deepak Kumar Banerjee were felicitated. Sri Banerjee recited a poem in the honor of reverend
father as an expression of his profound gratitude.
SXCCAA has always supported the Little Sisters of The Poor in their efforts to serve the old and the infirm. On
this day too, BP monitoring machines, glucometers, pulse oxymeter, airbed, waterbed, double door refrigerator,
oxygen concentrator machine, nebuliser, devilbiss (lung suction machine) were donated to the Little Sisters of
the Poor.
A sum of rupees 10 Lakh was given as a donation for the development of Raghavpur Campus.
Reverend Father, addressed the gathering, thanking the alumni association for its proactive
approached in philanthropic activities and enthused the members to keep up the good work.
Thereafter he was felicitated by the past secretaries, conveners and women forum of
our association with flower bouquets, shawl & a painting.
The evening ended with the ceremonial cake cutting, which was shared with all
present over high tea at the Big Parlor.
The Philanthropy day could be celebrated in a befitting manner thanks to
the efforts of the conveners, Sri Harish Agarwal, Sri Dharmein Trivedi & Sri
Rajesh Agarwal.
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Past Presidents & Past Secretaries
YEAR

PRESIDENT

HONORARY SECRETARY

1985 - 86

Rev. Fr. Joe. D’ Souza, SJ

Sunando Sen

1986 - 87

Rev. Fr. Joe. D’ Souza, SJ

Subodh R Mazumdar

1987 - 88

Rev. Fr. Joe. D’ Souza, SJ

Sushil Das

1988 - 89

Rev. Fr. Joe. D’ Souza, SJ

Rama Prasad Shome

1989 - 91

Rev. Fr. Joe. D’ Souza, SJ

Percival Wilton Jones

1991 - 92

Rev. Fr. Joe. D’ Souza, SJ

Ramesh Chandra Biyani

1992 - 93

Rev. Fr. Joe. D’ Souza, SJ

Rajib Shanker Beed

1993 - 95

Rev. Fr. Joe. D’ Souza, SJ

Shubajit Mazumdar

1995 - 97

Rev. Fr. P.C. Mathew, SJ

Kirshna Kumar Kanoi

1997 - 99

Rev. Fr. P.C. Mathew, SJ

Naresh Kumar Gupta

1999 - 2000

Rev. Fr. P.C. Mathew, SJ

Chandan Roychowdhury

2000 - 2001

Rev. Fr. P.C. Mathew, SJ

Bharat Kumar Baid

2001 - 2003

Rev. Fr. P.C. Mathew, SJ

Rajendra Singh

2003 - 2005

Rev. Fr. P.C. Mathew, SJ

Anil Kanoria

2005 - 2007

Rev. Fr. P.C. Mathew, SJ

Imran Zaki

2007 - 2009

Rev. Fr. P.C. Mathew, SJ

Firdausul Hasan

2009 - 2011

Rev. Fr. (Dr) J.Felix Raj, SJ

Snehasis Sur

2011 - 2013

Rev. Fr. (Dr) J.Felix Raj, SJ

Firdausul Hasan

2013 - 2015

Rev. Fr. (Dr) J.Felix Raj, SJ

Firdausul Hasan

2015 - 2017

Rev. Fr. (Dr) J.Felix Raj, SJ

Firdausul Hasan

2017 - 2019

Rev. Fr. (Dr) Dominic Savio, SJ

Sanjib Koner
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Other

Activities

S

t. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni Association, has been
the hub of multiple activities and programs over the time.

We have hosted the Manto Promotion, Rangini Show Theatre,
an
Interactive
Session
with
Alapan
Bandhopadhyay,
IAS,
attended Provincial Meeting Level Meeting and a lot more.
These activities not only unites our fellow alumni, but also gives them a
common cause to enjoy and proliferate their knowledge further.voluptas
repraes simagnis andem hil eaquae nulpa in commod que sunt ut
molupis incianto dolum estium laut quiatur rectest, quam, volut
verro velique pore parum quis maxime quossinctur simust
optatque saecepratem facest imus aut ut ut ullam rest eatiuri
tatur, ullat aborem voluptatur

MANTO
MOVIE
PROMOTION
13th September
2018

RANGINI
SHOW
THEATRE

14th September 2018
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INTERACTION
with Mr. ALPAN
BANDHOPADHYAY, IAS
17th December 2018

PROVINCIAL
MEETING

25th November 2018
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News from
SINGAPORE
Chapter

C

urrently we are close to 100+ members who are from St
Xavier’s College, Kolkata in Singapore. There might be
more people but this is the number who are in the database
and are connected to each other presently. For members who
migrate newly from overseas, Chapter can assist them in different
ways as we have fellow Xavierian’s in Singapore into different
walks of life & professional careers. Most of the Xavierians are
well placed here and doing good in their respective life.
For networking, we have organised different types of activities
which were well participated by various members & their families.
Some of the activities are as below :
• Year-end party : A nostalgic evening full of Music, Bengali
food & Drinks. It was well attended by members & their
families.
• Networking lunch/evenings : Attended mainly by members
• Cricket Tournament
• Fathers Visit to the Singapore Chapter
• Catchup meetings in small groups by members
We have an enthusiastic young team of a few members (Nikunj,
Harsh, Girish, Pankaj& even some very experienced members like
Promode Da) who help in taking lead of events and organising.

We are also extremely proud to be the 1st International Chapter
of St Xavier’s College Kolkata (SXCAA), with our dream and
idea that SXCAA should have various chapters in the world and
connect fellow Xavierian’s. Now we understand there are over 10
International Chapter of SXCAA worldwide.
Best Regards,
Sunil Patwari
Co-ordinator Singapore Chapter

WE XAVERIANS | 38

NORTH BENGAL Chapter
Inaugration

T

6th April 2019

he Xaverian spirit dawned on us on the 6th April,2019 when the North Bengal Chapter of SXCCAA
was inaugurated by the President SXCCAA Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio in the presence of Chief
Guest Mr. Gautam Deb, Hon Minister-in-Charge, Tourism Department, Govt. of West Bengal,
SXCCAA Secretary Mr. SanjibKoner, IM past secretaries Mr. FirdausalHasan and Mr. Snehasish
Sur and Rev Fr. RoshanTirkey , SJ amongst many other dignities.
The moment marked the beginning of a new journey for the hundreds of Xaverians living
in North Bengal to carry forward their memories of St. Xavier’s College(Autonomous),
Calcuttaand spread the humanitarian spirit and goodwill of their Alma mater.
It is also apt to mention that the idea for this north Bengal chapter was first conceived
in 2013 when the then president SXCCAA Rev Fr. Dr. John Felix Raj, SJ and
IM past Secretary FirdausalHasan visited Siliguri and initiated discussions in
this regard. The inaugural ceremony this year was a logical conclusion of such
efforts.
The launch was marked with an inaugural song followed by a Prayer by Rev
Fr. RoshanTirkey. This was followed by felicitation of the dignitaries on the dias.
It was a momentous occasion for the huge gathering of Xaverians from this
region as well as those who had come from Calcutta and elsewhere to make
the event. A ceremonial lamp was lit by the dignitaries present and the gathering
was addressed by them amidst great cheer from those present. Nostalgia was
the flavour of the evening and a reminder to all to take forward the legacy of
humanitarian values of the institution. Mementoes were presented to the all, along
with group photograph.
The evening concluded with the program of Fellowship, music and dinner and a Vote of
Thanks by the coordinator.
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After the launch of the chapter, we have had two meeting along with Fellowships
lunch. Discussions were held on new initiatives to taken up by the chapter.
We have actively participated in organizing the Global Cinema Festival 2019
in association with Film Federation of India under the aegis of tourism dept,
Govt. of West Bengal held in Siliguri from 21st August to 25th August. We
were felicitated by the Chairman and President of FFI during the inaugural
ceremony for being their supportive partner. The event gave a lot of fillip to our
Chapter. The closing of the event was marked by a gala dinner and DJ night
with fellow Xaverians.
NIHIL ULTRA
Vinamra Goenka
Co-Ordinator
SXCCAA- North Bengal Chapter
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SOUTH AFRICA Chapter
Inaugration
17th May 2019

T

he 10th international chapter of St. Xavier’s College
(Calcutta) Alumni Association was inaugurated in
Johannesburg, South Africa, by our Consul General of
India, K J Srinivasa, Principal of St. Xavier’s College Calcutta
(autonomous), Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ, Sanjib Konner and
Firdausul Hassan along with other members of the association.

We are glad that we got a chance to open yet another chapter.
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News From BANGALORE
Chapter
XIA - 31st August 2019
Taj West End, Bangalore
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News from MUMBAI
Chapter
“Never regard your study as a duty, but
as the enviable opportunity to learn to
know the liberating influence of beauty in the
realm of the spirit for your own personal joy
and to the profit of the community to which your
later work belongs.”
–Albert Einstein

W

E are truly blessed to
have a very vibrant
active alumni chapter
of ex-students of the most elite
educational institute of eastern India, St.
Xavier’s College, Kolkata.
Our West Zone Chapter presently operates in Mumbai and Pune
on a regular basis. We have over 700 Xaverians connected in
Mumbai and Pune, boasting of over 150 Xaverians who are ready
to rock and roll for their alma mater and fellow Xaverians.
Regular get-togethers are the in thing for both the chapters,
though distance and hectic work schedules keep many away.
Fellowship meets can have 2-3 at times to 15-20 Xaverians on a
regular basis, but they bloat to over a century when there is a call
from alma mater.
In last one year Pune had two significant meets; one to celebrate
Nav Ratri and other when our President, Rev. Fr. Dominic Savio,
visited Pune in April, 2019. Old memories and fun-filled laughter
accompanied with piping hot tea with snacks, sumptuous lunch
and heart warming high tea at Nav Ratri meet made the whole
meet memorable with superb singing by Urvashi Shah and
impromptu singers like Sanjeev Maheshwari and many others.
In April 2019, the alumni meet at Pune was strictly under
protocol as President was present. Every Xaverian got
busy in hearing his vision for our dear alma mater
and networked with each other and shared
fond memories with the President. Free flowing
spirits with delicious dinner made the evening,
very memorable one.
Mumbai, the hub of many dreams and cherished
city of India, boasts of so many successful Xaverians
that one room may not be enough to put them all
in. But as it is rightly said, success comes with
a price, which everyone pays. In this case,
sparing time from hectic life becomes
a challenge and our most meets

end up with a few dozens making it and making out over Cholar
Dal and Luchi together with mochar chop dipped in Kasundi.
Needless to say, rosogollas take priority over Didi and Modi and
every meet gets etched permanently with happiest moments,
which are otherwise rare in this city of Rush Hour.
The President’s visit in April 2019, was the highlight of annual
events where over 125 Xaverians with their spouses welcomed
the President, Hon. Secretary Sanjib Konar and our beloved exsecretary Firdausul Hasan. The evening began with celebration
of Women’s Day with a cake cutting ceremony, a video on
Raghavpur Campus, sharing of old memories by many Xaverians
and felicitation of eminent Xaverians. The fire to attend was
tremendous where, Mr. S.M. Lodha, came in especially from
London to attend the meet and Sanjiv Saraf landed directly from
Bangalore.
Besides, this chapter engages itself in supporting many
philanthropic activities, like social activities of RK Mission, Old Age
Home in Taloja, raising environment concerns, helping someone
in need, finding jobs or accommodation for fellow Xaverians or
getting a doctor for those who need medical advice some times.
The Mumbai Chapter believes in the vision of our President that
w e all should behave like a true Xaverian where ever we are
and it is important to do good deeds and give support
to the society and the nation as a whole to the best
of our abilities.
The spirit of “Nihil Ultra” fortunately
lives in the heart of every Xaverian
at West Zone and the fire that was
ignited while studying at Alma Mater is
still bright and lighting up the society as
well as the nation.
Dr. Sanjay Goel
Mumbai Chapter
Co-ordinator
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News from DELHI
Chapter
Hearty Greetings To All Xaverians From All Of Us From The
North Zone Chapter.

Assistance, Corporate Finance, etc.

T

The North Zone had the privilege and honour to host the 3rd edition
of “Looking Beyond”, our National Meet. This was well attended
by Xaverians from all over the world, the “Global Xaverian Award”
was bestowed on the ex Vice President of Indian, Shri Hamid
Ansari during this event.

The members have been regularly interacting with each other at
social gatherings and business meets. The members are working
towards various social cause including, supporting an initiative of
one of the Xaverians, Ruchi Dhona to rebuild abandoned libraries
in schools in the country, organising Blood Donation camps.
The Alumni members have collected donations and contributed
for the martyrs of Pulwama terror attack, a sum of Rs.400, 000
was collected for medical treatment of one of the economically
weaker acquaintance of a Xaverian, who was suffering from a rare
disease.

The interactions with actress Zeenat Aman and world cup winning
captain, Kapil Dev was very well appreciated by one and all. Babul
Supriyo had us dancing to his songs at the Grand Finale.

he North Zone Chapter of SXCCAA has been very active
in bringing the community together and building a strong
alumni bonding, which is the very core of our Xaverian
ethos.

To build camaraderie amongst alumni members we have regular
meet ups. The last two meets were during the Holi and Diwali
festivals. There are also local breakfast meets in Gurgaon area
with celebrations for significant achievements. The Ghaziabad
members; a sub group for members residing in Ghaziabad, Noida
and East Delhi, regularly meet up to celebrate events for Alumni
and Family Members.

Rashtrapati Bhawan was gracious to open its doors to us
Xaverians, we had an escorted tour of the sprawling building and
had the opportunity to see the hallowed halls; including where
our Prime Ministers take oath, where visiting dignitaries are
entertained and where Grand Diplomatic Receptions take place.
We are grateful to Rev Father Dominic Savio S.J., President of
SXCCAA and Principal of St Xavier’s College, and Rev Fr Felix
Raj, S.J, Vice Chancellor or St Xavier’s University for having
graced the occasion by their presence.
All in all we had a fun filled, yet meaningful year where we have
proudly contributed in the spirit of Xavier’s in all spheres.

The Alumni members also run as a team during marathons in Delhi
and have been supporting the cause of Child Heart Foundation,
an organization close to the heart of Rajendra Bengani, our
Treasurer.

We do look forward to another year of growth, bonhomie and
value addition in our lives.

Various Alumni members has been actively taking the lead in
bringing Xaverians together with varied interest. There are subgroups for Fitness, Stock Investment, Angel Investing, Business

Sunil Singh
Manish Baid

NIHIL ULTRA!!!
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THAILAND
MEET

2nd August 2019

T

he international chapters of St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta)
Alumni Association, have been its integral part since a long
time. Regular meets are organised here to rekindle the
bonds between their members.
We recently had alumni meets at Bangkok, Bangladesh, Australia
and Dubai.
Through these meets and activities, we are pledged to keep the
Xaverian flame alive.

BANGLADESH
MEET

21st - 23rd September 2018
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AUSTRALIA
MEET

5th November 2018

UAE
MEET

29th November 2018
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SXCCAA Time Line
Fund Raising Programme
FUNFEST organised.

1986

1987

CREST Canning Rural
Experimental Swimming
Training Project launched.
Musical Programme, Songs
of the World, organised.
Nihil Ultra Debate began.
1st Reunion Dinner.

Special screening of the
Apu trilogy.

1988

1995

1994

Sunday Health Checkup
Programme with Red
Cross Clinic started at
Sarat Bose Road.
X-Quiz-It – First ever InterAlumni Quiz launched

1993

1992

1991

Nihil Ultra Debate also
named after Rev. Fr. Paul
Joris, SJ

1997

Beyond Barriers – I.
Fund-raising cultural
extravaganza started with
Ch-1.
First renovation of Room
No. 5, SXCCAA office.

Cricket Coaching for
students under guidance
of Raju Mukherjee &
Biswajit Bhowmik

Paikhala School Project,
24 Parganas (S) began.
SXCCAA’s support
towards College
Auditorium renovation.

1998

1999

2000

Started Dasghara School
Project near Tarakeshwar,
Hoogly.
Beyond Barriers – III.

Beyond Barriers – VI.
Walk for Tsunami Relief
Fund Raising.

Beyond Barriers – VII.
Launching of the
Singapore chapter.
Teacher’s Day
Celebrations begin.

Annual Dinner and Debate
held.

Special Seminar on HIV
AIDS,
graced by Mother
Teresa, MC.

Beyond Barriers – II.

2005

1990

Scholarship for CREST
swimmer.

Special debate on a
contemporary topic
held, which became the
talk of the town.

1996

1989

2004

Friday Fellowship started –
TGIF (Thank God it’s
Friday) Weekly Fellowship
of the Alumni / ae began.

Paikhala School building at
24 Parganas (S) erected.
Beyond Barriers – IV.

.

2003
Musical programme was
introduced at the Annual
Reunion Dinner with the
performance of Usha
Uthup

2002

2001
Beyond Barriers – V.
Summit of Joy – Third
International Conference of
Jesuit Alumni / ae.
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Career Fair. Book Fair.

2006

.

Beyond Barriers – IX.

2007

Beyond Barriers – VIII.
Launching of the West
Zone Chapter at Mumbai.
75 years Celebration of
the Bengali Literary
Society.

2008
Beyond Barriers – IX.
Launching of the Delhi
chapter.
Fr. Joe D’Souza Memorial
Cricket Match started.
Formation of the Women’s
Forum.

2015

2014

Inauguration of the Mother
Teresa Girls Hostel.
Inauguration of the St.
Lawrence campus.
1st National Meet of
SXCCAA.
Looking Beyond – Goa

2013

2012

3rd National Meet at Delhi.
Neha Kakkar performance
Beyond Barriers XIX.
10th International Chapter
Inaugurated in South Africa.
5th National Chapter
Inaugurated in Siliguri.

Farhan Akhtar
performance Beyond
Barriers XVII
Inauguration of St. Xavier’s
University, Kolkata, 7th
July, 2017

Asha Bhonsle, performance
Beyond Barriers XVI
Beyond Boundaries VII
Canada 2nd National Meet
@Jaipur

50 Years of SXC. 25 Years
of SXCCAA. Philanthropy
Day.
Beyond Boundaries – I
at Bangkok (1st International
Convention of SXCCAA).
Paikhala School Extension.
Film on SXCCAA – Xaverian
Always released.
Pledging for one floor
extension
in the Park Street Hostel
Building.
Special Scholarship for 1st
Generation college goers.

Beyond Boundaries IV,
London.
Rajarhat Campus
inauguration.

2017

2010

Beyond Barriers – XII.
Inauguration of Bangladesh
chapter. Beyond
Boundaries III – Singapore
(proposed)
Launching of the theme
song
of SXCCAA.
Launching of the US
chapter.

Inauguration of Northeast
chapter, Guwahati.
Association of Xaverians of
Europe formed in
Luxembourg.
Silver Jubilee Celebration of
Priesthood of Fr. Felix Raj.
Beyond Boundaries V
– Australia.

2016

2009

2018

2011
Address by Fr. General to
the Alumni / ae.
Beyond Boundaries II –
Dubai.
Beyond Barriers – XI.
Launching of the London
chapter.
Publication of book on Jesuit
– Lay collaboration.
Pledging for Twin Tower
New
hostel complex.
2nd renovation of Room
No. 5,
SXCCAA Office.

2019

Shreya Ghoshal
performance
Beyond Barriers XVIII
Fr. Dominic Savio awarded
with Excellence in Education
and Philanthropy Award by
BNCCI on 14th April, 2018.

...to be continued
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News From

College Campus
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NIRF RANKING
SXC has secured the 10th rank in India Ranking 2019 for
Colleges
Posted: 10 April 2019

His Excellency Shri Ramnath
Kovind, President of India, on the
occasion of NIRF prize distribution

St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata, has secured the 10th rank
in India Ranking 2019 for Colleges, conducted by National
Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) under Ministry of
Human Resource Development (MHRD), Government of
India.

NCC cadet selected for Youth Exchange programme
in Vietnam
Posted: 27 March 2019

Gourav Prasad, a meritorious NCC cadet and a second
year student pursuing B.Com (Hons.) has been selected
by DGNCC for the Youth Exchange programme in
Vietnam.The NCC delegation will visit the country from
18th June to 27th June,2019 . It is a rare opportunity
given to a cadet.
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Dasha Bhuja Bangali - 2019
Posted: 22nd February 2019

Dasha Bhuja Bangali - 2019
held on 22nd February 2019

Tribute to the Martyrs of Pulwama
Posted: 19th February 2019

Candle Light Procession to pay
tribute to the Martyrs of Pulwama on
19th February 2019

Australian students visit SXC
Posted: 07 Feb 2019

Visit by a group of students accompanied by Fr. Alan Wong, S.J. from Australia on 7th February, 2019, from The
Cardoner Project, a ministry of the Jesuits, it is a not-for-profit, university student-focused hub for volunteering.
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Surgical Strike Day Celebration

at St. Xavier’s College, Raghabpur Campus
Posted: 30 September 2018

On 29th September 2018 the cadets of St. Xavier’s
College (Autonomous), Kolkata Raghabpur
Campus celebrated “The Surgical Strike Day” on
the occasion of the success of Indian Army on
surgical strike that took place on 29th September
2016 at Uri District. Cadets paid respect to the
Indian Army soldiers

World Assembly of Jesuit Universities in Spain
Posted: 01 August 2018

The World Assembly of Jesuit Universities was
hosted by the University of Deusto from 8th to 12th
July in Bilbao, Spain. The event was attended by
more than two hundred Jesuits and Lay Collaborators
from Jesuit Universities and Institutions of Higher
Education from around the world.
The Indian delegation was one of the biggest with
about 50 Jesuits. From Calcutta Province Fr Dominic
Savio SJ, Rector and Principal of St Xavier’s College,
Calcutta and Fr Paul Arockiam SJ, Principal of St
Xavier’s College, Burdwan participated.
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Visit of H.E. Ambassador, Jan Luykx of Belgium
Posted : 29 June 2018

A host of seven Belgian Jesuits arrived at Calcutta in November 1859. Under the leadership of Fr. Henry Depelchin
St. Xavier’s College, Calcutta was started in January 1860. It is now the honest home of selfless Jesuit Fathers,
learned professors and zealous students.
The long standing relationship with Belgium was reinforced in the year 2011 when an MOU was signed between
University of Namur and St. Xavier’s College. Both Staff and Student Mobility has been initiated under this MOU.
St. Xavier’s College was honored to receive H.E. Ambassador Jan Luykx of Belgium to India, accompanied by Mr.
Stijn Mols, Deputy Head of the mission on 26th June, 2018. Matters of bi-lateral cooperation was the highlight of
the discussion between the Ambassador and the Rector and Principal of the College, Rev. Dr. Dominic Savion,
S.J..
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Articles
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BEING A XAVERIAN

F

or me, as perhaps for everyone else who is blessed enough
to sport the much sought after identity of being a Xaverian
throughout his or her life, the process of becoming one
started long before I entered the hallowed portals of our Alma
Mater. It started while I was still studying in St Thomas’ Boys’
School Kidderpore. For all of us Commerce students, Xavier’s was
like this cherished dream, the way the geeks from the Physics,
Chemistry, Maths (PCM) stream dreamt of the IITs. I had paid a
couple of furtive visits to the College, gawking at the ‘cool’ people
studying there, and this had strengthened my determination to
become a Xaverian. So I studied hard, and thankfully, secured
a place in the B. Com Honours course in St Xavier’s College,
Kolkata,in the 1992 to ’95 batch.
It might perhaps expose my lack of intelligence or awareness, but
it now seems incredible that I had no advance knowledge of two
crucial things: 1) That my classes would start at 6AM sharp with
a 10 minute grace after which I would be marked late and 2) that
the cool girls I had seen on my early reconnaissance missions to
the College (and that had substantially helped to strengthen my
resolve to get in) were not from the B.Com
stream. I would lament this fact later in
life, when a young lady, the object of my
affections, would ask that most terrifying
of questions that nowadays is called
‘Friendzoning’: “Can’t we be just friends?”
“No,” I had retorted angrily, (“I have one
thousand male friends; I don’t need more
friends”).
So for the next three years, I had the
privilege ofobserving the city at an
unearthly hour which I had never had
before, and I dare say - never since, except to catch the occasional
early morning flight back to Mumbai. First, there was a run from
my house to the bus-stop, often in the dark, during the winter
months. My dad had suggested carrying a torch, but that seemed
a totally uncool thing to do, so I rejected it outright, like most of the
sound advice that my old man used to give me during those years.
The L7B bus arrived at 5:25 AM at the Blind School stop, near
Behala Chowrasta. Our bus left us at the mouth of Park Street at
around 5:50AM, leaving us just about enough time to make it to
our classes, with some brisk walking. I used to keep a lookout for
people driving down, and would often flag down private cars for a
free ride, some of them being driven by nostalgia stricken B.Com
alumni.
The prospects were daunting when I was delayed: Father
Maliyekal would stand in the corridor and ambush students making
their way warily to the class. The response to my “Good morning,
Father” would beusually, what was called the “Mali Shake”---he
would grasp my elbow and give my whole body a shake with the
question “Why are you late?”. I have still not figured out what
would have been a good answer to that---“I woke up late” was
the most credible explanation. However, I instinctively felt that this
would have incensed him further; so I used to say contritely, “I am
very sorry, Father, I will not be late again”. He’d let me go, without
the dreaded parent call, in spite of me being a habitual offender.

I would spend the winter months hibernating in class, warm and
snug, with the Professors’ voices acting as lullabies. In the break,
or sometimes after College was out at 9:30AM, I would sit in the
Canteen and savor some delicious veg chop or RadhaBollobi, or
whatever else Arun da would have managed to produce at that
time, with hot tea.
Further ahead from the Canteen and what is now Father Joris’
Corner, we had the green benches. This was like a paradise for
Addabaj Xaverians like yours truly. I passed my CA Foundation
exam in the second year of college, and to my immense relief,
PWC asked me to come back after my graduation for article
ship. Freed from the pressure of being gainfully employed at that
‘tender’ age (unlike most of my Marwari friends, sweating it out
in their Father’s business or industriously doing their articleship),
It is now close to twenty four years since my last day in Xavier’s.
Since that farewell party that we had one morning, waking up the
neighbours with Brian Adams, Guns and Roses, Madonna and
Eric Clapton. That morning when Father Maliyekal gave us our
last lesson: he quietly started picking up the paper cups that lay
strewn across Xaviers’ yellowing lawn, at the onset of summer.
I ran to him and for a change, I caught his
hand. “Father, please don’t. There are
enough of us here” I said, and my voice
choked. He handed me the cups he had
collected in a pile; and walked away as we
started picking them up.
So what has it meant for me, to be a
Xaverian? Though so many years have
passed since I stopped calling myself a
student at St Xavier’s College Kolkata,
I still feel quiet pride in calling myself a
Xaverian, as I am sure does every other
Xaverian. I have a sticker behind my car, purchased from Father
Joris’ Corner, proclaiming this pride, and a bunch of T-shirts with
XAVERIAN emblazoned on the back.
It has also meant for me, personally, to be compassionate, to
stand against bigotry and hate and raise my voice, however, faint,
lonely and worthless it may seem, against injustice and prejudice.
I had opened the Swagat Fest for freshers in Xavier’s, an
institution run by the Society of Jesus, with a SaraswatiVandana.
In Xavier’s, I made friends for life cutting across religious and
linguistic communities, who bonded over Arunda’s veg chops and
cups of tea then, and who bond over Luchi and Cholardaal and
KoshaMangsho at Oh! Calcutta Khar (Mumbai) now.
I went back to the College on a working day, a couple of months
ago. Once again, there were ‘cool’ kids standing around, but now
they were gawking at me, wondering perhaps “Who is this uncle,
this old bald man, smiling at everything?” Little did they know that
they reminded this nostalgia-stricken ‘Uncle’ of his youth. And he
was smiling because he was reminded of that line from the song
Hotel California –
“Relax”, said the nightman, “we are programmed to receive”
leave”
Raghuvir Mukherji
B.Com (Hons.) 1992-95
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Dilemma of

DALAL STREET

I

Indian Economy has overnight become the IT topic for everyone, and all the credit goes to the media of this country for this prominence.
Indian Newspapers & channels have shifted their bases in coffins, and have started using terms like “bloodbath”, “butchered” and
“bankruptcy.

Headlines such as
• “Bloodbath on Dalal Street” ;
• “Investors lost x00x lakh crores;
• “Modi Vs Vikas + blah blah”
have become such a common occurrence over both newspaper and electronic media that the common people are now alleging that the
economy is heading for a crash or that the Government policies are not investor friendly or that the share markets are now in a position
where recovery is impossible etc.
But what actually is the position of Indian Economy is what this article deliberates. Often, we have heard our elders quote that “This
too shall pass”, which is what we need to remember and stick to in this scenario. Infosys co-founder Mr. Narayana Murthy recently said
that India’s economic environment best in 300 years; can overcome poverty in India. Now we need to ponder on why a man of such
intelligence is saying something so vastly different with what we are hearing everyday!! The catch lies with the fact that Mr. Murthy
made the statement after detailed review of the actual data’s and statistics and government policies whereas a common man will make
a statement only based upon the latest news broadcast or on what was written in today’s paper or based on a rumor he /she has heard
from someone very knowledgeable in their eyes.
Yes, the fear of investments turning into negative returns and panic is understandable but not justified if there is a believe in the financial
plan. And the challenge to control your emotions, to stay away from panicking and taking impulse decision regarding your portfolio has
come now.
GDP is not a Sports Bike that can take sharp turns; it’s a Road Roller so neither we are heading towards a recession nor 10% growth.
One of the essential requirements for investment success is the realization that we don’t know what lies ahead in terms of the macro
(economic, political etc) future.
Economy & Market cycles go up and down – which direction they’re going at the moment, most people come to believe that they’ll go
that way forever.
Nobody can predict market bottoms but the risk of investing is the lowest when the perception of risk is highest and vice versa.
In the words of famous American Investor John Paulson “Stock market goes up or down, and you can’t adjust your portfolio based on
the whims of the market, so you have to have a strategy in a position and stay true to that strategy and not pay attention to noise that
could surround any particular investment.
CA. Shriyans Sancheti
B.Com (Hons.) 2006 Batch
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My memories of Fathers
during College days

F

orty years on, the morning is as crisp as it was then: a 17 year
old youngster, full of trepidation and nervousness, quietly
slipped into the hallowed portals of St Xavier’s College,
Calcutta, as a fresher in the morning B.Com department, a much
aspired place to belong to in the heart of every school pass out in
eastern India. After an interview by the legendary powerhouses
namely Rev. Frs. P. Joris and J. Malliyekal, I was awarded a seat
in the Honours course.
The timetable and routine handed to me revealed that both the
icons mentioned above were to be my teachers and destiny alone
knew how they would not just impact my life in the 3 years and
many more to come, but also chisel me into the person I am today.
Fr Joris, a Belgian Jesuit was fondly addressed as Papa Joris; he
shaped the character and personality of St Xavier’s, as it stands
today, and it is thanks to him that generations of rough cuts like
me were polished in the years to come. His contribution to Jesuit
education can just never be admired or appreciated enough for
it is also due to his efforts that St Xavier’s reached the pinnacle
of it’s glory, as it did. Much later, as destiny was to will it, I was
instrumental in participating and initiating the annual Father Joris
Memorial NIhil Ultra Debate, a much looked forward to event in
every calendar year.
Fr Joris was a teacher of Resource Studies, a euphemism for
Geography. He certainly knew how to brighten up a dull morning,
both with his wit and humour as well as his approach to the subject
that prodded even the sleepiest laggard in class. Very gently Papa
J would follow all bunking induced boys to wherever they had
escaped to and haul them back with the gentlest of admonitions,
reminding us that our parents had sent us to study and not to
escape studies!
It is in Fr Malliyekal that Papa Joris had his partner, in so many
ways. From the gentle Belgian, we now had the ferocious Indian
to deal with; every morning would see Fr Maliyekal standing at
the gates, admonishing those who stumbled in a few minutes
later than the stipulated 6am… even on wintry foggy mornings!
Attendance started being adhered to in a never before harrowing
manner; Fr would ride his Lambretta scooter to all the favourite
cafes and tea stalls near St Xavier’s, hauling physically all those
poor souls who had the misfortune of being spotted by the sharp
eyed Priest. That he was a terror to us panic stricken lads was not
debatable anymore; what was indeed striking was the sea change
in how he did not spare the rod and thus never spoilt his boys.
St Xavier’s soon became a hotbed for many social initiatives
involving charity, philanthropy and giving of oneself in accordance
with ones competence. We raised funds for the Missionaries of
Charity and thus were privileged to have been associated – and
photographed – with Saint (then Mother) Teresa herself. A young
Usha Uthup had sung for the fundraising and Fr Malliyekal’s pearly

smile flashes through me as I key this reminiscence in.

VALUES LEARNED AND CHERISHED
It is in the company of the Jesuit Fathers that I encountered
Jesuit values for the first time ever in my life. They came across
as a universal fragrance that permeates through every humane
commandment. They gradually became my moral compass, a
guiding light that continues to show me the path ahead in times
bright and not, in situations light and not.
The unity of the mind, body and soul in the formation of a
wholesome personality was a value that affected me personally;
and it is this one code that led me to all others in the pantheon of
Jesuit way of life: Cura Personalis, i.e, caring for a person in the
most all encompassing manner; Magis, meaning more; creating
men and women for others; finding God in all things and all Men;
believing that if it’s God’s work it shall be done and will be done
and many more such beautiful pearls that I have set in my heart.

BEGINNING OF XAVOTSAV
The larger than life memory that still tingles within my nerves
and tugs within my heart is the launch of ‘Xavotsav’, the annual
Festival of the St Xavier’s College Calcutta. It was circa 1980.
The Festival was being initiated that year and we were fervently
searching for a name to give it. Finally Xavotsav dawned and it
continues to be a coinage that has stood the test of time even
forty years later.
Another memory that never fades from within and that always,
without fail, brings out a laugh even so many decades later
pertains to the opening up of a by then a century old all boys
St Xaviers’ College to a co-educational institution: girls were
welcomed into the Day departments of Arts and Science whilst
the morning Commerce department was given a miss in this
colourful transition. Quite devastated as we were, we marched
to Papa Joris, in the hope of pinning him to a debate about our
demands. The gentleman flashed his naughty smile and said
that the change of B.Com (Morning) to co-education would never
happen since otherwise the Park Street Police Station – literally
opposite the road from the main gates of St Xavier’s – would have
to then be converted to a maternity home!
My reminiscence shall be incomplete without the mention of the
proud emblem of St Xavier’s College, Calcutta: Nihil Ultra, which
means Nothing Beyond.
How prophetic it is. For since those magical years there literally
has been nothing beyond!

Naresh Gupta
Secretary, World Union of Jesuit Alumni (WUJA)
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Are you just a Housewife?
HOMEMAKER
Masters in Home Administration!

T

he conversation at any social get together begins with the
usual small talk, “Hi Rekha! How are you? Remember, we
met at the school function”. The polite reply is, “Fine Shiela!
Of course I remember meeting you! How are you doing?” In
comes the dreaded salvo, laced in an innocent query, “At the top
of the world, by the way, what do you do? I mean, where are you
working?”
“Oh! I am just a housewife,” I blurt out meekly. “Oh, okay, great for
you!” I could sense the subtle disdain, the one up (wo) man ship in
the voice. Yet again, a familiar, queer and uneasy feeling rumbles
deep inside me; wrenching the very worthiness of my existence.
Back home, lying down, staring blankly at the ceiling in the dark
of night, I pondered…
I am educated, well read & qualified to have opted
for a career; I became a Homemaker by listening
on my heart.
I am a regular housewife and have
been managing our home; a joint
family comprising of my in-laws, other
members, my children, my husband
and myself. I have borne the mantle so
happily & selflessly for the past twenty
four years, that too, very efficiently. I
can confidently say this by seeing the
love and affection, my entire family has
for me.
Yet, at a social gathering when asked about
my work, I answer timidly with a sense of déjà
vu, “I am just a housewife”, with the rumbling
emanating deep within! Why?
Every housewife’s life is akin the Solar System; as planets revolve
around the Sun, drawing energy from it; a housewife is the central
force in a family; where the lives of the husbands’, children, kin,
revolve around her, for sustenance & growth. As all housewives
will definitely agree, looking after the home is by no means a 9 to
5 job; rather it’s a 24 x 7 labour of love, with infinite working hours;
lasting a life time.
Then, why, oh why is it that we housewives are made to feel so
mundane; playing second fiddle to the career oriented person in
the hierarchy of civilization since the Mohenjo – Daro age? On the
contrary, we are well placed on social ladder and are anything but
ordinary.
This is where we housewives ought to change our attitude. We
have to understand that our JOB of a housewife is nothing less
than that of a CEO or an MD of a multinational company. It is a
myth that homemakers choose to be home as they can’t handle
an office environment.
In fact, if a woman can run the house efficiently; manage the
household expenses well, manage other logistics, she can
quite easily mold herself into the role of a manager at work. Like

a blue collared executive, she is a leader of the team; has the
ability of training & motivating perssonel; crisis management,
giving directions, meeting deadlines, setting goals, prioritizing,
negotiating purchases with vendors, maintaining inventory of
countless items, managing finances on a shoe string budget. She
does this multi tasking on a daily basis.

In fact, ours is a much more challenging and difficult job to handle
– One does not need just an educational qualification, one has to
also qualify for all the “Degrees” of love, patience, understanding,
tolerance; and the strength and ability to make sacrifices.
Homemaking is much more than a career; it is an art, where, the
artistry of a balancing act is required at the drop of a hat.
The project of bringing up a happy and united family
and instilling the right values in one’s children
requires years of dedicated perseverance.
She is not materialistic seeking an
“Attractive Package Reward”, the love
& affection of her family is her “Full &
Final True Award”.
Then, do we housewives need to
belittle ourselves?
So the other day, when I happened
to bump into a childhood friend and
he asked the taboo question, “Where
are you working?” I answered with a
new found pride, “I am a homemaker.”
He sounded rather disappointed and said,
“Oh, being such an active and intelligent girl in
school, I thought you would be into some high profile
business or job.”
This time, I happily and confidently responded, “Of course I am!
I have done my MHA and am doing a splendid job since the past
29 years!!!” He looked at me questioningly, head tilted, eyebrows
raised – “MHA?” “Come on” “I answered, enjoying myself
thoroughly, “Don’t you know? MHA, that is, Masters in Home
Administration!”
I continued the small talk with an innocent query, “Well what
do you do?” He meekly replied, “I am umm just a manger in a
garment factory………..”
Needless to say, he was speechless and congratulated me
heartily!!!
Friends, there is a place for everyone under the Sun, the
Homemakers and the Bread Earners, each has an important
role to play in society, ergo, each is worthy of respect and
appreciation!
Rekha Kedia
Housewife
MHA – Class of 1990
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The Present Economic slowdown
~ Is it Cyclical or Structural ?

T

he world over there is an unprecedented slowdown which is
affecting more over all the large economies, only the degree
of impact on them is of varied nature. Needless to mention
our motherland is not immune to this. Yet the main question that
we need ask ourselves is - whether this is Cyclical, where the
problems will have a course correction with passage of time? Or
does our economy demand more to get out of this vicious trap ?
The Modi 2.0 came back to power with much fanfare and off
course with a thumping majority. Every individual associated with
the 7th largest economy had a much higher expectations from this
ultra stable Government. And why won’t they? 350 plus seats with
allys, 300 plus stand alone members in the lower house and they
have a prime minister who is known for his bold and unthinkable
steps. People believe his intentions.
The present Economic slowdown that we witness today, has not
come into public domain all of a sudden. There are lot of causes
rather ill judgments which have led us to brink this economic
collapse. When someone is sick, we look for symptoms, the
physician prescribes various tests to confirm and then starts
actual treatment. The same goes with an economy also. The
various macro economic factors are not at all favourable to us be
it unemployment, falling rupee value, poor manufacturing sector
and many more.
As we have already said we need to clarify whether this is
temporary problem or problem with far reaching impact. The
different indications that we can get to witness at the present
leads us to the realization that the problem is *structural* in nature.
Therefore what it required is to get a budget which could act as
booster to Indian Economy.
There were a lot of aspirations from the budget which was
presented on 5th of July by first woman Finance Minister of
Independent India, Mrs Nirmala Sitharaman. Let us acknowledge
that we are not undermining her credibility by mentioning
‘first woman’ as she is trained economist unlike many of her
predecessors. But she failed to realize the millions of dreams

that were attached to this much anticipated budget. The Union
Budget 2019, as claimed by various pro Government media and
*_budhijibi_* (intellectuals), envisages a new India which is based
on an inclusive approach for various sections of the society. Some
of key areas the Government tried to address in the budget are
: To simplify tax procedures, incentivize performance and make
the best use of technology with focus being on “ Gaon, Garib aur
Kisan”.
• The Government need to be mindful of the various problems
around and take timely and responsive actions to lead us back to
the fastest growing major economy again.
• The China- USA trade war affecting us a lot. Let us not think too
much about things which are not in our control. On the other hand
bring down the difference with USA with matters relating to tariffs.
• Many firms are moving their manufacturing facilities outside
China and going to countries like Vietnam, Indonesia. Why are
not coming to India ? We seriously need to meditate on this and
attract as much as we can to realize our dream ‘Make in India’ in
true sense.
• At the heart of this present sluggishness is the lack of demand
from consumers, which is a again product of unemployment
• It’s evident that demonetization was not a success and hastily
roll out of GST was also not a wise decision.
• The income tax should get modified and become
friendly and simple.
We are hopeful that the Government will have the
solution to end this Structural impasse.

assessee
requisite

Fr. Joseph Kulandai, SJ
Stephen Marces
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Importance Of Innovation In Organisations

NEVER BEFORE IN HISTORY HAS INNOVATION
OFFERED PROMISE OF SO MUCH TO SO MANY
IN SO SHORT A TIME
– BILL GATES

S

ince the time of First Industrial Revolution in the 18th Century
till the Second Industrial Revolution in 19th century , there
has been more of Inventions which culminated in a new
wave of globalization . In the same time period, new technological
systems were introduced, most significantly electrical power &
telephones . The Second Industrial Revolution continued into the
20th century with early factory electrification and the production
line which is the process of creating a new meaning applied to
an organization, which could be designing a new product, a new
service, a new self-service interface, or a new process (e.g. the
invention of the assembly line by Henry Ford – Founder Ford
Motors ) .
Over a period of time as we progressed more on the Technological
Front , Innovation slowly replaced the word Invention in the late
20th and early 21st Century . “ Innovation “ is the process of creating
new value using breakthrough knowledge created as a result of
invvention. Frequently, disruptive innovation radically changed
not only an organization’s core competencies and capabilities,
but also its core identity. In the 1988 book “ Only the Paranoid
Survive “ , then-CEO of Intel Andrew Grove recalls a dramatic
moment that happened when Intel was about to transform itself
from a semiconductor memory company into a semiconductor

chip making company :
Quote : “ I remember a time in the middle of 1985, after this
aimless wandering had been going on for almost a year. I was
in my office with Intel’s chairman and CEO, Gordon Moore, and
we were discussing our quandary. Our mood was downbeat. I
looked out the window at the Ferris wheel of the Great America
amusement park revolving in the distance, then I turned back to
Gordon and I asked, “If we got kicked out and the board brought
in a new CEO, what do you think he would do?” Gordon answered
without hesitation, “He would get us out of memories.” I stared at
him, numb, then said, “Why shouldn’t you and I walk out the door,
come back and do it ourselves? “ Unquote
In this context it will be worthwile to quote the Master of all
Innovators Mr Steve Jobs – He said “ Innovation distinguishes
between a Leader & Follower “ . Therefore true innovation is
making changes to something that already exists, leaving the
essence intact but giving it new value and perhaps a new life.
It’s also a lot more than that. Innovation is also rethinking your
value proposition — figuring out what brought the organisation
here & where consumers will allow the organisation to go. It’s
reconsidering trends in the marketplace and giving the consumer
more reasons to buy the innovative brand . In a digital enterprise,
business processes, interfaces , products & the visibility of
those elements puts them under constant need for innovation &
improvement of consumer value cycles.
Shome Mukherjee
B. Com ( Hons ) , 1992
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Wealth Protect in times of Recession & Trade Wars

E

very economy goes through never-ending cycles of growth
and decline. The growth phase is welcomed by everyone
since it brings in the creation and appreciation of wealth and
development. However, the other is generally a cause of concern,
especially for investors. It’s almost impossible to have a recessionproof portfolio, but if the right strategies are deployed, one can
survive the recession with minor losses and remain hedged.
Currently, economies globally are showing weakening symptoms,
and the next stage could be a worldwide recession. The escalation
in trade tension between the two largest economies — U.S. and
China, political uncertainty owing to Brexit, are few of the chief
factors pushing the world economy towards recession. This can be
seen from a reliable indicator of recession: The bond yield curve.
The yield curve has typically inverted before the recession, and it
is now nearly similar to what was seen ahead of the 2008 financial

and safeguarding the investments by recession-proofing them to
bearable extents.
1. Investment diversification: It is significant to create diversity
in investments to make investments recession-proof. There are
various segments in which investment can be done. So even if,
one segment faces recession the same can be covered by other
segments, thereby providing the hedge effect. For e.g. in the
current scenario, the equity market is falling, however, the return
on debt instruments and Gold are hitting new highs.
2. Create additional income sources: This is another significant
step in securing the flow of wealth during recession times. Always
remember the thumb rule that says –job or paycheck is not certain
forever. Even if we are happy from the great-going full-time job,
it is never a bad idea to have an extra income source. This can
be accomplished either by doing some consulting work or selling
archives online. With job security becoming non-existent these
days, having an additional income source will be a great help
especially in times of downturn.
3. Maintain an emergency fund: Another very vital step to prepare
oneself for a potential recession, we should build an easily
accessible emergency fund capable of at least three to six months
of our expenses.
4. Taking benefit of recession: One should keep a long-term
mindset while making the investments for reaping benefits. For a
long-term strategy, it is important to shield the investments from
the impact of the recession until it dissolves. Rather than pulling
out the funds on the time of recession we should take the benefit

crises. However, if we narrow our view to just India, it is not close
to a recession but is witnessing a crippling slowdown. Some
sectors like the automobile industry, core infrastructure sectors
are dangerously close to recession. Fall in demand is adversely
affecting the workforce, as a result, less money is reaching the
hands of ultimate consumers for spending, which may slowly lead
us into the vicious circle of recession and boom.
So, the best way to protect ourselves is by planning beforehand
and to keep a track on our finances during the times of economic
slowdown. If we make careful preparations when the economy
is pretty stable, we can surely assure ourselves a financial life
that is essentially recession-proof. Now we are going to discuss a
few significant steps that can lessen the aftereffects of recession
of recession which means good quality stocks are also available
at a discounted value. So one can follow SIP and keep money
flowing in investments rather than pulling out funds.
Always remember, it is not possible to achieve an absolute
recession-proofing of investments once the recession has arrived.
The best way to minimize the losses from investments during
recession is doing careful planning, calculatively diversifying
investments, hedging and having back-up plan and resources
at hand to survive the recession without having to liquidate
investments at loss It’s never too late to start, so start protecting
your wealth and investments.
Abhishek Daga
(B.Com Hons – 2014)
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Luminaries of SXC

F

rom journalists and authors to scholars, policymakers,
celebrities, scientists’ captains of industry, some of the
world’s most accomplished graduates and the movers &
shakers in different walks of life, hail from St. Xaviers’ College,
Kolkata.
The alumni of St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata include some of the
most illustrious contributors to Indian society for the past century.
This list of distinguished St. Xavier’s College, Calcutta alumni is
loosely ordered by relevance, so the most recognizable celebrities
who attended St. Xavier’s College, Calcutta are at the top of the
list. This articles comprises of some of the personalities who
have attended the St. Xaviers’ School or have graduated from St.
Xavier’s College, Calcutta.
So presenting before you, the luminaries of St. Xavier’ College
who have walked from the corridors of the college into the world,
making a place for themselves under the sun.

Lakshmi Niwas Mittal graduated
from St. Xavier’s College,
Calcutta, with a B.Com degree in
the first class.
He is an Indian born steel
magnate, based in the United
Kingdom. He is the chairman and
CEO of ArcelorMittal, the world’s
largest steelmaking company. In
2005, Forbes ranked Mittal as the
third-richest person in the world,
making him the first Indian citizen
to be ranked in the top ten in the publication’s annual list of the
world’s richest people. Mittal was considered to be the richest Asian
person in Europe. He is also the “57th-most powerful person” of
the 72 individuals named in Forbes’ “Most Powerful People” list for
2015. In 2005 The Sunday Times named him “Business Person
of 2006”, the Financial Times named him “Person of the Year”,
and Time magazine named him “International Newsmaker of the
Year 2006”. In 2007, Time magazine included him in their “Time
100” list.
Sourav Ganguly completed
his graduation in commerce
from the prestigious St. Xavier’s
College, he was later awarded
the honorary Ph.D.
The Dada of Indian cricket is
former cricketer and captain of
the Indian national team. During
his playing career, Ganguly
established himself as one of
the world’s leading batsmen and
India’s most successful captains in modern times. Currently, he is
the 8th highest run scorer in One Day Internationals (ODIs) and
was the 3rd batsman in history to cross the 10,000 run landmark.
In 2002, the Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack ranked him the sixth
greatest ODI batsman of all time. He is one of the 14 cricketers
in the world to have played 100 or more Tests and 300 or more
ODIs. Sourav Ganguly is the only batsman to score a century on
debut and to be dismissed first ball in his final Test innings. He is

India’s most successful Test captain overseas, winning 11 out of
28 matches that he led.
Currently, he is an Indian cricket commentator and appointed as
the President of the Cricket Association of Bengal and President
of the Editorial Board with Wisden India.
Rabindranath Tagore
Tagore enrolled in Calcutta St
Xavier’s school in 1875. He
joined the school in his fifth year,
four months after the session
began. Hence, he was charged
five rupees less as fees by the
school. The total fees for a whole
year then was a princely eight
rupees. This apart, details of
how Tagore performed in class,
his relationship with teachers,
primarily Father L.D. Voice and Father D. Peneranda, interaction
with classmates is documented in the rich history of the institution.
Gurudev, was a multitalented personality in every sense, he was a
Bengali poet, Brahmo Samaj philosopher, visual artist, playwright,
novelist, painter and a composer. He was also a cultural reformer
who modified Bengali art by rebuffing the strictures that confined
it within the sphere of classical Indian forms. Though he was
a polymath, his literary works alone are enough to place him
in the elite list of all-time greats. Even today, the bard is often
remembered for his poetic songs, which are both spiritual and
mercurial.
His works were admired by people of various countries and he
eventually became the first non-European to win a Nobel Prize
in Literature in 1913. Apart from “Jana Gana Mana”, the National
Anthem of India, his composition “Amar Shonar Bangla” was
adopted as the National Anthem of Bangladesh and the National
Anthem of Sri Lanka was inspired by one of his works.
Sanjiv Goenka, an alumnus of
the 1981 batch of St Xavier’s
college, he was rewarded with its
top award, Nihil Ultra.
He is the Chairman of the RPSanjiv Goenka Group, with an
asset base of over USD 4.3
billion. The Group has over
50,000 employees and over a
hundred thousand shareholders
with annual revenues of up to
USD 2.6 billion. The Group’s
businesses spanning across six sectors – Power & Natural
Resources, Carbon Black, Retail, Media & Entertainment and
IT & Education, include flagship companies such as CESC
Limited, Firstsource Solutions Ltd, Phillips Carbon Black Ltd and
Saregama India Ltd. He is also the current Chairman of the Board
of Directors of Woodlands Medical Centre Ltd, Kolkata.
Sanjiv Goenka is currently the Honorary Consul of Canada in
Kolkata. In April 2001, he took over as the youngest-ever President
of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), was appointed
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Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kharagpur (IIT-KGP) and currently serves on the
board of the Indian Institute of Management, Kolkata (IIM-Kolkata).
Goenka was a former President of the All India Management
Institute (AIMA), and a member of the Prime Minister’s Council on
Trade & Industry.

sciences

Sir Jagdish Chandra Bose,
joined St. Xavier’s School in 1869
at Kolkata. In 1875, he passed
the
Entrance
Examination
(equivalent to school graduation)
of the University of Calcutta and
was admitted to St. Xavier’s
College, Calcutta. At St. Xavier’s,
Bose came in contact with
Jesuit Father Eugene Lafont,
who played a significant role in
developing his interest in natural

He was a polymath, physicist, biologist, biophysicist, botanist
and archaeologist, and an early writer of science fiction. He
pioneered the investigation of radio and microwave optics, made
significant contributions to plant science, and laid the foundations
of experimental science in the Indian subcontinent. IEEE named
him one of the fathers of radio science. Bose is considered the
father of Bengali science fiction, and also invented the Cresco
graph, a device for measuring the growth of plants. A crater on
the moon has been named in his honour. He made remarkable
progress in his research of remote wireless signaling and was
the first to use semiconductor junctions to detect radio signals.
However, instead of trying to gain commercial benefit from this
invention, Bose made his inventions public in order to allow others
to further develop his research.
In 2004, Bose was ranked number 7 in BBC’s poll of the Greatest
Bengali of all time.
Mohammad Hamid Ansari,
Mohammad
Hamid
Ansari
graduated from St. Xavier’s
College in 1955. He was honored
with the Global Xaverian Award
by the St. Xavier’s College
Alumni Association in November
2018 in New Delhi.
He is an Indian politician and a
retired Indian Foreign Service
officer who served as the 12th
Vice President of India from 2007 to 2017. Ansari became the
first Indian Vice-President to serve during the terms of three
presidents. He is the longest serving chairman of Rajya Sabha.
He has also served as an Indian ambassador and is ex-chairman
of Rajya Sabha. Ansari was the first person to be re-elected as
Indian Vice President after Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan in 1957.
He has also been the Chairman of the National Commission for
Minorities from 2006 to 2007.
He has accepted the invitation of Father Felix Raj, Vice-Chancellor
of St. Xavier’s University, Kolkata to join SXUK as a visiting
professor. In a letter to Father Raj, Ansari wrote, “I deem this a
great honour and will be happy to accept it”.

Kamal Nath, completed his
Bachelor of Commerce from St.
Xavier’s College, Kolkata.
He is presently the Chief Minister
of Madhya Pradesh, after the
Indian National Congress (INC)
emerged as the single largest
party with 114 seats.
Nath was first elected to the 7th
Lok Sabha in 1980, since then he
has been regularly elected to the Lok Sabha till 2014. He was
inducted into the Union Council of Ministers as Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge) of Environment and Forests in June
1991, from 1995 to 1996 he has served as Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) of Textiles.
He was the General Secretary of INC from 2001 to 2004. He has
also served as Union Cabinet Minister of Commerce and Industry
from 2004 to 2009. He was the Union Minister of Road Transport
and Highways in the 15th Lok Sabha. In 2011, he also took on the
role of Minister of Urban Development. In October 2012 Nath was
confirmed to the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs in addition to his
role as Minister of Urban Development.
Victor Banerjee, graduated
in English literature from St.
Xavier’s College, Calcutta.
He is an Indian actor who
appears in English, Hindi,
Bengali and Assamese language
films. He acted in Merchant Ivory
Productions Hullabaloo Over
Georgie and Bonnie’s Pictures,
Satyajit Ray’s Shatranj Ke Khilari
and Ghare Baire and in Mrinal
Sen’s Mahaprithivi. Though has been involved with Bollywood in
recent years, Banerjee is primarily affiliated with the Bengali film
industry. He also plays character roles from time to time in the
British cinema. He was also cast in the critically acclaimed role
of “Jesus” in the 1988 production of the York Mystery Plays, by
director Steven Pimlott.
Banerjee is the only person in India who has won the National
Award in three categories: As a cinematographer, for his
documentary Where No Journeys End (which, in competition
with 3100 entries from 27 countries, also won the Gold Award
at the Houston International Film Festival); as a director, for his
documentary The Splendor of Garhwal and Roopkund; and as an
actor (Best Supporting Actor) for his work in Satyajit Ray’s Ghare
Baire.
Utpal Dutt, completed his
Matriculation in 1945 from St.
Xavier’s
Collegiate
School,
Kolkata, in 1949, he graduated
with English Literature Honours
from St. Xavier’s College,
Calcutta.
He was an actor, director and
writer-playwright.
He
was
primarily an actor in Bengali

theatre, where he became a pioneering figure in Modern Indian
theatre, when he founded the “Little Theatre Group” in 1949.
He also acted in over 100 Bengali and Hindi films in a career
spanning 40 years, and remains most known for his roles in
films such as Mrinal Sen’s Bhuvan Shome (1969), Satyajit Ray’s
Agantuk (1991), Gautam Ghose’s Padma Nadir Majhi (1993) and
Hrishikesh Mukherjee’s breezy Hindi comedies such as Gol Maal
(1979) and Rang Birangi (1983).
He received National Film Award for Best Actor in 1970 and three
Filmfare Best Comedian Awards. In 1990, the Sangeet Natak
Akademi, India’s National Academy of Music, Dance and Theatre,
awarded him its highest award, the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Fellowship for lifetime contribution to theatre.
Leander Adrian Paes, did his
graduation from St. Xavier’s
College of the University of
Calcutta.
He is an Indian professional
tennis player, who was one of the
most successful doubles players
in tennis history, he has 14 Grand
Slam titles to his name- 8 in the
Mens Doubles category and 6 in
the Mixed Doubles. The Kolkatan
who began his career as a singles player became the first tennis
player from the country in 4 decades to bag an Olympic medal,
when he bagged the bronze in the 1996 Atlanta Games.
Paes has received the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award, India’s
highest sporting honour, in 1996–97; the Arjuna Award in 1990; the
Padma Shri award in 2001; and its 3rd Highest Civilian Award, the
Padma Bhushan, in January 2014, for his outstanding contribution
to tennis in India. He won a bronze medal for India in singles in
the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games. He competed in consecutive
Olympics from 1992 to 2016, making him the first Indian and only
tennis player to compete at seven Olympic Games.
Shashi Tharoor, spent his high
school years at St. Xavier’s
Collegiate School in Calcutta
(1969–71).
He an Indian politician, writer
and a former career international
diplomat who is currently
third term serving Member of
Parliament, Lok Sabha from
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala,
since 2009.. He has previously
served as Minister of State for Human Resource Development
and Minister of State for External Affairs in the Government of
India.
Tharoor is notable for his eloquence while speaking, for instance,
his speech decrying British Colonialism, delivered at the Oxford
Union in 2015, has amassed over 5 million views on You Tube
alone.
He is also a recipient of several awards that include a
Commonwealth Writers Prize and the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman,
India’s highest honour for overseas nationals. In 2012 the King of
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Spain awarded him the Encomienda de la Real Order Espanola
de Carlos III. Among numerous other awards are one for “New Age
Politician of the Year” from NDTV, the Hakim Khan Sur Award for
National Integration, and the Priyadarshini Award for Excellence
in Diplomacy.
Raj Kapoor, moved with his
father Prithviraj Kapoor from city
to city, hence attended several
different schools including St
Xavier’s
Collegiate
School,
Calcutta and Mumbai.
Ranbir Raj Kapoor, occupies
a very high pedestal in the
annals of Indian cinema. Known
as “the greatest showman of
Indian cinema”, he was an actor,
director and producer of Hindi cinema. He is regarded as one of
the most influential actors and filmmakers in the history of Indian
cinema. He won numerous accolades which included 11 Filmfare
Awards and 3 National Film Awards in India. He was nominated
twice for his films Awaara in 1951 and Boot Polish in 1954 for
the Palme d’Or grand prize at the Cannes Film Festival. His films
were preferred by audiences in Asia as well as Europe. He is
sometimes referred to as “the Charlie Chaplin of Indian cinema”.
He was awarded the Padma Bhushan, he won the coveted
Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 1987.
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Editor’s Note
with a fruitful calendar year for our Xaverians. Now,
our eyes are set on ‘SXC 2020’ which is more than a
vision; it’s a dream we are destined to realise.

Dear Xavier’s Alumni & Friends

I

t is an honour for us to release the 24thedition of
our annual magazine “We Xaverian” at the 33rd
AGM of the St. Xavier’s College (Calcutta) Alumni
Association.

Everyone’s heard the saying, “A picture is worth
1,000 words.” A great image can convey a depth of
emotion, reaction and understanding that words often
fail to capture. As it is said, “Words—as innocent and
powerless as they are, as standing in a dictionary, how
potent for good and evil they become in the hands of
one who knows how to combine them.”
In this issue of the magazine, we have yet again sought
to not only combine words, but to infuse them with
images to bring to life the events of our St. Xavier’s
College held in Kolkata as well as by chapters from
across the country & the globe. This issue is laced
with interesting articles from the alumni; covering the
milestones of the college, with a newly introduced
section on the achievers who have walked out of the
glorious corridors of St. Xavier’s College, leaving an
indelible mark on the sands of time.

I would like to thank the esteemed members of the
Editorial Board; my gratitude to the respected fathers
for their inspiring messages, conveners for their
activity reports, alumni for their interesting articles,
advertisers for their support, alumni secretariat for the
pictures, this magazine would not have been possible
without the untiring efforts of all.
While every possible effort has been made to publish
the factual details, we regret, if any factually incorrect
information may have crept in.
We do hope that you enjoy reading the magazine as
much as we enjoyed compiling it! We look forward
to your feedback & suggestions for the next year’s
release, which is going to be the silver jubilee edition,
please feel free to write to sxccaa.email@gmail.com
Here’s wishing everybody nothing but the best for the
festive season ahead!
With Warms Regards & Best Wishes

Pawan Dalmia
Editor – ‘We Xaverians’
21st September, 2019

While compiling this publication, I was overwhelmed
with happiness seeing the number of events organised
by the alumni association with alacrity, thereby
connecting the alumni, alumnae and bringing them
together. I could not stop tears of joy rolling down my
cheeks, seeing the satisfaction on the faces of the
sea of humanity being touched by the philanthropic
activities of the association.
I can now say that the vision of our Rev. Fr. J. Felix Raj
and now Rev. Fr. Dr. Dominic Savio are not just etched
and inching towards a reality, rather are more than just
a reality for all of us. It is a vision we have achieved

Hasnu Mukherjee

Bharath Kedia

Joydeep Sen

Sankalp Award—
Most Active College Alumni Award 2019

Gurukul Award—
Most Active College Alumni Award 2019
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